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SECTION 1: RATIONALE

Our approach to mobile phones and smart devices is designed to support pupils’ learning,
wellbeing and safety. Research and national guidance from the Department for Education
show that limiting phone and connected device use during the school day helps pupils
concentrate more effectively, engage positively with those around them, and reduces risks
linked to online harm, misuse of images and distraction.

By keeping phones and connected devices out of sight and switched off for most of the day,
we aim to ensure that school is a place for focused learning, healthy social interaction and
personal development. Clear boundaries also help pupils develop responsible habits around
technology use, while protecting valuable devices from loss or damage in a busy school
environment.

We recognise that phones are an important part of modern life, and arrangements are in
place for pupils to contact home when needed. Sixth Form students are permitted limited
use in designated areas, reflecting their increasing independence while maintaining
safeguarding expectations.

This policy reflects the Department for Education’s guidance on the use of mobile phones in
schools. Its aim is to:

e protect pupils’ wellbeing and safeguarding;

e promote focus, learning and positive social interaction;

e reduce risks associated with online harm, misuse of images and distraction; and

e support consistent, enforceable expectations across the school day.

SECTION 2: SCOPE

For the purposes of this policy, the following devices are covered:

e Smartphones and mobile phones

e Smartwatches and connected wearable devices (including any watch capable of
messaging, internet access, photography, audio or video recording, or which
connects to a mobile network or paired device)

e Any other personal device capable of messaging, internet access, photography, audio
or video recording

"The school day" refers to the period from arrival outside the entrance doors to school
buildings until 3.45pm. Events beyond 3.45pm — e.g. fixtures, clubs, performances, trips
and Late Waiting — are subject to the Educational Visits Policy and other relevant guidance.
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SECTION 3: SMARTWATCHES AND OTHER WEARABLE TECH

Smartwatches and other wearable tech are not permitted in school. This applies to all pupils
across the whole school, including Sixth Form.

There are two key reasons for the smartphone prohibition:

e Smartwatches connect to mobile phones, which students are not allowed to access
during the school day.

e Most significantly, smartwatches may not be worn during national exams, nor during
in-class tests which take place as part of curriculum delivery. It is important that
students’ day-to-day experience is as close to final exam conditions as possible, and it
is impractical for teachers to have to check every watch before an in-class test.

Wearable tech is constantly evolving. All wearable tech is prohibited including but not
limited to smart glasses.

Students wearing a smartwatch or other wearable tech will be asked to remove it. The
device will be stored at Reception until the end of the day.

SECTION 4: PRIMARY SCHOOL

Infant children are not permitted to have a mobile phone, smartwatch, wearable
tech or other smart device in school.

Years 3—6 pupils who travel to and/or from school on the bus:
e Phones must be switched off before arriving on site.

e Phones must remain switched off and be stored at Junior Reception until the end of
the day.

e Smartwatches and other wearable tech must be removed and stored at Junior or
Senior Reception on arrival.

e Mobile phones and smart devices must not be seen, heard or used anywhere on the
school site during the school day, including before school, break, lunch and
movement between lessons or to the bus.

SECTION 5: SECONDARY SCHOOL (YEARS 7-13)

5.1 Years 7-11
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e Phones must be switched off before entering school buildings.
e Phones must be stored securely in lockers immediately on arrival.

e Phones may only be visible briefly when being transferred directly from bag or
pocket to locker.

e Mobile phones and smart devices must not be seen, heard or used anywhere on the
school site during the school day, including before school, break, lunch and
movement between lessons.

e Smartwatches and other wearable tech must not be brought into school.

5.2 Years 12-13 (Sixth Form)

Phones may be used only within the Sixth Form Common Room (SFCR). Phones must never
be seen, heard or used anywhere else on site. Smartwatches and other wearable tech
remain prohibited across the whole site, including within the SFCR.

Some Sixth Form lockers are located in the corridor immediately outside the SFCR. Students
may briefly take phones into this corridor solely for the purpose of storing or collecting
phones from their lockers. During this time, phones must not be used and must not be seen
or heard other than for the direct transfer between hand and locker. When leaving the SFCR
to attend lessons or move around the school, phones must be left in the SFCR or stored
securely in lockers.

Sixth Form use within the SFCR is still subject to safeguarding regulation and the ICT Code of
Conduct. In particular:

e Students must not take photographs, videos or audio recordings on site without the
explicit permission of a teacher and the consent of all participants.

e Under no circumstances should students share images, videos or personal
information about themselves or others via social media without explicit permission
each time.

e Any breach may be treated as a safeguarding concern and dealt with under the
Behaviour and/or Safeguarding Policy.

SECTION 6: USE IN LESSONS

Mobile phones, smartwatches, other wearable tech and smart devices must not be used in
lessons.
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Students may not listen to music on phones during lessons, revision or independent study.
This supports focus and mirrors examination conditions. Teachers may, at their discretion,
play quiet background music for the whole class where appropriate.

SECTION 7: CONTACTING HOME

Students who need to contact home during the school day may do so via Student
Reception. In Primary, a member of staff will contact home on the pupil’s behalf should the
need arise.

Parents and carers should contact the school directly; messages will be passed on as
appropriate.

SECTION 8: EXCEPTIONS

Reasonable adjustments may be made for pupils with specific medical needs, SEND or
safeguarding plans, through prior discussion and agreement with the school.

SECTION 9: BREACHES OF THIS POLICY

Any phone, smartwatch, wearable tech or other smart device seen, heard or used in breach
of this policy will be confiscated.

First incident: Confiscated device stored at Reception and returned at the end of the school
day.

Second incident: A parent or carer is required to collect the device from school.

Repeated breaches: May result in further consequences.

SECTION 10: STAFF RESPONSIBILITIES

All staff are responsible for consistently applying this policy in a calm, fair and proportionate
manner. Clear and uniform enforcement helps pupils understand expectations, reduces
conflict, and ensures that the policy supports learning and wellbeing rather than becoming a
source of disruption.
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