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| graduated from the University of Birmingham with a BA combined honours
degree and completed my PGCE at the University of Loughborough. Later | did an
MEd at the University of Nottingham, with a focus on management.

As a member of the Derby High teaching staff for 30 years, | was initially Head of
PE, then became Director of Studies and then Deputy Head for 9 years. | retired in
2012. My children both benefitted from education at Derby High.

| have been a governor at a local primary school for 9 years, latterly as Chair. 1am
Mrs A Penny an active member of Littleover Methodist Church and have a wide variety of
leisure and sporting interests. | believe the development of the school curriculum
is vitally important so that children and young people benefit from high quality
teaching and learning not just in individual subject areas but also in opportunities
offered by the wider curriculum. | look forward to contributing to the work of the

governing body.

FOUNDATION GOVERNOR

| joined Rolls-Royce after graduating with a First Class Honours Degree in Applied
Maths from St. Andrews University.

| am a Chartered Engineer, a Fellow of the Royal Aeronautical Society, and an
Associate Fellow of the Institute of Mathematics and its Applications. | am also a
committee member of the Derby Branch of the Royal Aeronautical Society and a
member of the Women's Engineering Society.

| am looking to bring my experience to the Governing body, to strengthen the
relationship between two prestigious organisations in Derby and to help promote

Engineering within the School.

Ms H Barton
(Resources & Facilities

(Finance & General Purposes Committee)




CO-OPTED GOVERNORS

Ms F. M. K. Apthorpe
(Finance & General
Purposes Committee)

Mrs S Wheeldon
(Finance & General

Purposes Committee)

Derby born and bred, | now live in the South Derbyshire countryside with my
husband and two daughters, both of whom have been educated at Derby High
School since Reception.

A graduate of the University of Sheffield, | am an experienced specialist family
law solicitor, family mediator, family arbitrator, collaborative family lawyer and
Deputy District Judge. | am a Partner at Geldards Law Firm in Derby where | head
the Family Law Team.

| have previous experience as a member of the Governing Council of the
University of Derby and as a school governor at another local Derby school.

Rarely seen without a book in my hand, | have a passionate love for literature as
well as a keen interest in art, history and all things American.

| attended Derby High School from 1980 to 1995 finishing as Head Girl. |
went onto Cambridge University where | obtained a 2:1 in Economics.
| joined PWC on their graduate scheme in 1998 and subsequently qualified
as a Chartered Accountant and then as a Chartered Tax Advisor. In 2014, |
joined Mattel and | am now leading the tax function across EMEA as well as
acting as a Pension Trustee for the company pension scheme.

I'm married with two children, one of which attends Derby High and is
thriving in the nurturing and positive atmosphere.

We love travelling as a family and sporting passions are skiing, horse riding

and go-kart racing.




CO-OPTED GOVERNORS CONT...

After completing my doctorate in Engineering from the University of
Southampton, | started my career as a Turbine designer at Rolls-Royce plc in
Derby. In my time with Rolls-Royce, | developed extensive experience in leading
and coaching globally dispersed engineering teams working on new product
development programmes. My primary area of expertise was to develop and
train designers on process automation, statistical methods and lean operating

practices. | now work as a principal consultant at Project 4 Learning Lab, helping
companies improve their business performance and agility.
| am a chartered engineer and a member of the Royal Aeronautical society.

Dr. Abhijit Rao My daughter loves her time at DHS and | am looking forward to supporting the
(Resources and Facilities) school leadership as a member of the governing body.

Growing up in Burton on Trent, | attended Derby High School from the age of 9
through 18 and continued my education at Durham University gaining a master’s
degree in Chemistry and Mathematics.

Pursuing a career within the engineering sector, | have worked full time at Rolls-
Royce since 2016. | am currently working as an Innovation Engineer specialising in
energy storage technology across a range of applications.

Working abroad as part of my role, | have a keen interest in diversity both within
my sector and more widely.

| am looking forward to joining the governing body as | have fond memories of my
time at Derby High, both academically and in the additional opportunities offered
through the wider curriculum.

Miss S Chittim
(Education Committee)




CO-OPTED GOVERNORS CONT...

Mrs R Stojak
(Resources &
Facilities Committee)

Mrs N Read
(Resources &

Facilities Committee)

| have lived in Derby all of my life. | attended Derby High School from the ages of 7
to 16, spending my junior school and senior school years at Derby High.

| live in South Derbyshire with my husband, James, our cocker spaniel, Neil, and my
Irish Sports Horse, Harry.

| qualified as a solicitor in January 2013 and joined the Commercial Dispute
Resolution team of Geldards Law Firm in August 2018, specialising in all aspects of
equine law and a wide range of disputes, including schools and further education
disputes, business, contracts, franchise, charity and healthcare sector disputes.

| am a keen horsewoman and have ridden all of my life; | recently started agility
training with Neil.

| have three children who love attending Derby High School, which, anyone will
know, is incredibly important.

| own a digital marketing agency based in Derbyshire and look after clients
both nationally and worldwide. It is a career | enjoy immensely, as supporting other

~ small businesses and seeing them thrive is a wonderful feeling, and the psychology

involved in marketing a product or service is something that | find fascinating. |
have been self-employed for over twenty years so | am well versed in dealing with
all aspects of running a business and especially enjoy the finance and budgeting
side of this.

| have been a governor for seven years and a chair of governors for six of those at a
small Church of England primary school in a village close to our home. | hope to be
able to bring some of the skills | have learnt during that time to Derby High School,
and | look forward to getting involved with the school community.




CO-OPTED GOVERNORS CONT...

Mrs L Overton
(Resources &
Facilities Committee)

Ms E Taylor (Education
Committee)

| attended Derby High from the ages of 7 to 18, | loved my time at school and remember it so
fondly. Having lived in Hereford, London and Dubai in recent years, | now live in Derby with
my husband, our 2 daughters and our 2 dogs.

| previously worked in education holding various management positions, including Head of
Literacy and Assessment at Berkhamsted Pre Prep School and then Head of Lower School at a
large International School in Dubai. Upon returning to the UK | moved into the business sector
to further strengthen my management experience and | am currently working as a Finance
and Office Manager.

I now look forward to drawing on my experiences in both education and business to support
Derby High School.

| am Global Head of Emerging Talent for Rolls-Royce, leading a global team to deliver our
strategic ambitions across our graduate, apprenticeship, career changer and work experi-
ence delivery. My purpose is to create opportunities for people regardless of their educa-
tion, upbringing, or social standing acting as a role model for other young female leaders
championing topics like neurodiversity, social mobility, and work readiness. Prior to joining
Rolls-Royce | worked in HR Ops and talent roles for E.ON in both the UK and Germany. |
have experience as a youth mentor for Derby Children’s First, am an active guest speaker
for the Institute of Student Employers, am a member of the Nottingham Business School
Undergraduate Advisory Board and Winner of the Rising Star award at the Great British
Businesswomen of the Year Awards 2021. | have a first-class degree in Business Manage-
ment and a post graduate diploma in Human Resource Management (CIPD Level 7).

Proudly, | am also a Derby High School alumni attending the school from 1999 to 2012. | had
the honour of being Deputy Head Girl in Sixth form and the soft skill development and
learning agility provided alongside my education has been critical to my career success. | am
now excited to use my professional experiences in partnership with the school leadership
team as a member of the governing body.




