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“Looking back over this past year, there have been so 
many fantastic events and achievements, highlighting the 
opportunities to explore, create, innovate, discover and 
collaborate, which help each child find their passion and 
nurture their talents.

It has been wonderful to be able to welcome parents and 
grandparents to school on many occasions to share in the 
success and enthusiasm of the children.

I do hope you enjoy browsing this year’s Highlights yearbook 
as much as I have. I would like to thank the staff at Derby High 
School for their tremendous contributions over the year to 
organise and support so many activities.

Best wishes, 

Amy Chapman 
Head 

Highlights
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 HOUSE REPORT 
St Andrew

Recently, I had the daunting task of helping 
organise sports day as my role as House 
Captain.  After lots of planning, it went 
really well and all the students thoroughly 
enjoyed competing. Whilst we may have 
come 3rd as a house, all participants were 
passionate and committed. 

At the beginning of the year, our first event 
was House Netball. It was an amazing start 
to the year with a high level of participation 
and a well-co-ordinated team; it was a win 
for St. Andrew. 

For the first time in a few years, House 
Choir took place in person instead of 
virtually. Jessica kicked-off our House 
Choir song (Royals by Lorde) with a 
beautiful solo. She sang exceptionally well, 
and we performed incredibly as a group. 

This year has been a fun and challenging mixture of House events. St Andrew 
demonstrated perseverance and the ability to compete under pressure during 
the year. Ruby, Holly, and I look forward to leading St. Andrew in the new 
academic year.

Senior House Dance

Senior House Quiz

Primary House Football
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Senior Activity Carousel Day was introduced at the end of 
the Summer Term. Through a wide spectrum of organised 
activities, there was ample opportunity for team-building, 
learning, and forging new friendships. Army building 
challenged the brain with complicated puzzle solving and 
provided valuable insight into army careers. 

West African drumming was great fun for both musically 
astute students and others. A wide variety of instruments 
were available for everyone to experience and a lot of 
dancing. All students were clearly enjoying time out from 
their normal day to day lessons. 

Sarita, Year 12, St Andrew House Captain 

A new event was introduced - House Reading, with 
anticipation of encouraging more students to read, and 
spend less time on technology. Personally, I love reading a 
wide variety of genres. 

After reading the great reviews submitted by students, this 
opened me up to explore many books I would never normally 
be interested in. Hopefully events like this will inspire more 
students to pick up a book!

Primary Sports Day

Primary Sports Day

Senior Sports Day 

Senior Sports Day 

Primary House Music
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 HOUSE REPORT 
St David

One of the first house events of the year was 
House Netball in which all players showed 
incredible teamwork and skill in all matches. 
Although we did not win, we played some 
excellent games in the upper and lower 
school.

A new house event added this year was 
House Reading. It was great to see so many 
people getting involved and reading lots of 
exciting and interesting books. Hopefully, we 
can read even more next year! House Music 
and Drama this year were a fabulous display 
of talent across the year groups, and we 
cannot wait to put on some more amazing 
performances next year.

As a result of St David’s skills and dedication, 
we won House Football. Both the lower and 
upper school teams played well and scored 
lots of fantastic goals. After some tense 
matches, St David came out victorious.

The past academic year has been a very eventful one for St David. As a house, 
we have displayed enormous team spirit and the support shown across year 
groups was amazing to see. 

Senior Sports Day

Primary Sports Day



HOUSE REPORTS  |  HIGHLIGHTS 7

Thank you to Hannah, Malyeka, and Zainab for leading St. David for the 
past year, we cannot wait to continue our winning streak! 

Alexandra, Year 12, St David House Captain 

“ “
The year concluded with sports day and House Rounders. 
All of the races were keenly contested, and St David were 
on the podium in almost every event. St David’s cheers 
were the loudest out of all the houses, and the support 
shown to every member of the house was incredible! Sports 
day ended with St David deservedly winning after all the 
commitment shown by everyone in the house. 

House rounders was fiercely competitive, with St David’s 
teams scoring some incredible rounders and making some 
fantastic catches. After all the matches were over, St David 
were declared as the winners!

House Activity Day was new this year. St David’s first 
activity was African Drumming and Dancing. Everyone 
took part enthusiastically and had fun learning some 
new dance moves! Our second activity was teambuilding 
activities with the Army, where we learnt the importance 
of effective communication and teamwork. 

Our third activity was with Marc Silk, a voice actor who 
shared the ins and outs of the voice acting industry and 
answered lots of our questions! Our final activity was 
self-defence, in which we learnt some key skills, and had 
lots of fun! At the end of the day, St David were the 
winning house!

Senior House Dance

Primary House Music

Senior House Quiz 
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 HOUSE REPORT 
St George

Due to the impact of COVID, some events 
were unusual, such as House Drama 
which was broadcast live from the Senior 
Hall stage into classrooms via Microsoft 
Teams so everyone could watch. However 
normality soon returned and allowed all 
years to integrate which fuelled St George’s 
passion and drive to succeed. In addition, 
a sense of community and camaraderie 
became apparent which was a pleasure to 
observe by all. 

I would like to give a huge shout out to 
Gopika, Nat and Joyce who demonstrated 
outstanding commitment and dedication.

Throughout the year, St George’s effort in 
all events was commendable. House Music 
ensemble was a particularly amazing event 
in which a diverse range of musical talent 
was showcased and was extraordinary to 
be a part of, despite just narrowly missing 
out on the title. 

House events are continually a significant part of the academic year, and 
this year was no different with an atmosphere filled with enjoyment, 
excitement and competition.

Senior Sports Day

Primary House Music

Primary Sports Day
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Overall, this year has been such an incredible year for St George and 
hopefully we can carry this mentality into the next academic year and 
become victorious in many more events! 

Ava, Year 12, St George, House Captain 

“ “
House Challenge was one in which we became 
victorious, with us displaying great collaboration 
and communication skills. These key skills along 
with persistence and resilience were put to the test 
throughout the year, especially on sports day and House 
Activity Day, which were both extremely enjoyable 
days. St George was just shy of the Sports day title by 
one agonising point however our spirits did not waver. 
Everyone performed to the best of their ability, and we 
had fun which is all we could ask for. 

House Activity Day was introduced this year. The activities 
were entertaining and novel with Miles in Year 7 getting a 
special mention from Marc Silk in voice acting! During the 
day, St George consistently cooperated well together and 
showed that we are a force to be reckoned with, as proven by 
winning the self-defence category.

Senior Sports Day

Primary Sports Day 

Senior House Dance

Senior House Quiz

Primary House Football
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 HOUSE REPORT 
St Patrick

I also wanted to congratulate Lucy, Year 11, 
for her amazing solos, and parts in group 
performances, that same evening. 

However, St Patrick was also able to show 
our versatility as a house, when we won 
House Reading - a new addition to the 
house events list - a special mention to 
Izzie, Year 13, who won the most points in 
the school. 

Although we didn’t win sports day, 
there were some outstanding individual 
performances. Shout outs to include 
Hannah I, Year 8  and Ed H, Year 12 - who 
won the Victrix Lodourim. Ben G, Ted P, 
Haris F and Harry P who won the Year 7 
boys relay and everyone who participated 
in House Rounders at the end of the day.

In this past year we have really worked well 
together as a house and our participation 
has been the highest out of all the houses. 
House Drama is an example of this; we had 
the most people sign up and  be a part of 
the cast and it paid off, in the end we won it!

As we sung to ‘Forget you’ by CeeLo Green in the Spring concert, St Patrick used 
harmonies, solos and worked effortlessly together to ultimately become the 
winning house for the House Choir 2022.

I want to say thank you so much to Gabby, Izzie and 
James for their hard work last year to get St Patrick 
the wins we had. Coming out of COVID-19 wasn’t 
easy for lots of people. As a House we have made 
sure House events were enjoyable for everyone. 

Primary House Music 

Senior House Dance 
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St Patrick is a House that supports one another, no matter the outcome 
we always put 110% into whatever we do. 

Gia, Year 12, St Patrick Deputy House Captain

“ “

Senior Sports Day

Senior House Quiz 

Primary House Football Senior Sports Day

Senior Sports Day
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Throughout each and every week we capture images of the 
children learning. Many of these are shared in the Primary 
Celebration Assembly, when the children tell the whole 
school what their personal highlights have been as they 
reflect on an exciting week. 
 
Our mission is to enable every child to find their passion. 
Seeing this evolve all the way through Primary is a joy to 
behold. The broad and rich curriculum alongside a host of 
enrichment clubs and activities is where it all begins. The 
range of wonderful opportunities, including the return of day 
trips and residential visits this year, have enabled each child to 
further develop key skills, knowledge and learning traits. The 
experiences have inspired a love of learning for life with the 
children discovering and nurturing their passions. 
 
What has been an absolute delight has been welcoming 
families and supporters of Derby High Primary back into school 
this year to share and celebrate all that has been achieved. 
Class assemblies, musical productions, instrumental concerts, 
sports fixtures, dance shows, French Cafés and the Primary 
Celebration Showcase, to name but a few. It was lovely to end 
the year on a high and see how passionate the children were 
about discussing what they have achieved, explaining how 
proud they were of their pieces of academic work, presenting 
their beautiful pieces of art in the gallery and singing with such 
expression and joy on the stage. 
 
I hope you enjoy reliving many of the memorable moments 
and seeing the children’s passion and love of learning within 
the pages of this year’s Highlights. 

Mr Jeremy Harper, Head of Primary

Derby High Primary is a very 
special place; full of energy, 
laughter and a love of learning.  
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The children loved our Chinese New Year week 
where we learned about cultures and traditions 
based around this celebration. We used our 
woodland area to dance using a large Chinese 
dragon and drums, which the children played. 
Learning was enriched by making and eating our own 
spring rolls with one of school chefs.  
 
Another topic we loved was ‘Superheroes’ where 
we studied real life heroes. We invited some people 
from different professions to come to talk to the 
children. Having a visiting police officer, a doctor 
and a dentist were great experiences and sparked 
curiosity through discussion and exploring objects 
like uniforms and medical equipment   
 
Our ‘Let’s Grow’ topic was great too. We created a 
garden centre for the children to play in and take on 
different roles like the shop keeper or the customer. 
We particularly enjoyed caring for caterpillars and 
watched them transform into butterflies, which we 
released. This always incites amazement, curiosity 
and promotes a wealth of speech and language 

opportunities. Our growing topic is never complete 
without growing some plants from seed and this 
year we grew beans, lettuces (which we regularly ate) 
and strawberries.  
 
Experience days have been vital this year to enhance 
our learning. We loved our Explorer Day and our 
Prince and Princess Day which took play in the 
Jubilee week. How lovely it is to dress up and learn at 
the same time! 
 
Our term came to an end with our ‘Carnival of the 
Animals’ topic where we learned about all things 
animal related! We made displays, clay butterflies 
and visited Chatsworth Farm.  
 
Our final themed day was our Wrens Beach Day 
which included all things you’d expect, from  
paddling pools, sand play, lollies and exploring  
the sea!  

Mrs Ireland and Mrs Redpath  

PRE SCHOOL 
PRIMARY

Well, what a year for our fabulous Wrens! Our team have worked hard to 
create a setting that promotes positivity, provides educational development 
and encourages children to be independent and confident.  
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Along the way, we met some singing reindeer, saw skating penguins and 
enjoyed the beautiful festive lights. Later on in the year, the children delighted 
in taking flight on the magical DHS airlines. The children brought in their own 
suitcases, packed with essential items to visit a hot or cold destination.  
 

One of our favourite topics was ‘Up, Up and Away’, where we shared 
different fairytales and learnt stories. We enjoyed baking gingerbread 
and were shocked to find that during the night, our gingerbread came 
to life and ran away! The children became detectives and investigated 
this, looking for clues around the classroom.  
 
One of our biggest highlights was Farmer Day, which saw the arrival 
of our duckling eggs. The children watched in amazement as our 
eggs hatched and our beautiful ducklings emerged. The children 
loved watching them grow, handling them and teaching them how to 
swim. We continue to receive regular updates on the now very grown 
up ducks. We rounded off the year with a spectacular performance 
of Jack and the Beanstalk. The children enthusiastically took on 
different roles and performed many impressive songs with passion. 
 

RECEPTION 
PRIMARY

Earlier in the year we enjoyed our Christmas trip 
to Conkers, where we made robins, took a train 
ride across the grounds, before embarking on our 
adventure to find Santa.

Reception 
have had a 
wonderful 
year. 

“

We are so proud of all of the 
children; they have each 
flourished in many ways, 
becoming independent 
learners, ready for their new 
adventure in Year 1.

Miss Shore and Miss Hyland  
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The year started with exciting woodland 
adventures with the children exploring the wooded 
areas around the school grounds and collecting 
sticks. We then performed magic by turning our 
ordinary sticks into fabulous wands, swords, 
spoons and a whole variety of exciting creations. 
The children then investigated and identified 
the trees, plants and animals and observed the 
changing seasons as autumn turned to winter. 

In the lead up to Christmas the children thoroughly 
enjoyed looking at the history of toys and how toys 
have changed over time. Children brought in toys 
belonging to older generations within their family 
and gave awesome presentations. The children 
were fascinated with the older toys but quickly 
decided that they much preferred the toys on their 
Christmas list. 

Our London topic started with a virtual tour 
of London, the children waved their flags 
enthusiastically as Mrs. Earp and Mrs. Foster gave a 
guided tour of the sights! The postcards sent back 

to Mr. Harper were full of exciting news about what 
they had learnt along the way! 

We started the Summer Term with our Battles, 
Banquets and Balls Day. The children came to school 
in their finest royal attire, before banqueting on 
homemade soup and participating in some medieval 
circle dances, not forgetting to bow or courtesy at 
the end! Finally our along awaited visit to Tamworth 
Castle was a huge success as the children practised 
becoming a squire for the day so that they were 
ready to defend their castle and go into battle! 

Mrs Foster and Mrs Earp  

YEAR ONE 
PRIMARY

We had a fantastic time 
in the Thrushes and 
Swallows this year!  
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The children discovered the impact of significant 
historical people, such as Florence Nightingale, 
Mary Seacole and Edward Jenner, on our lives 
today and found out how very different things 
could have been! 
 
The children were fascinated by our comparative 
studies on hot and cold lands, learning about 
geographical features linked to icebergs and 
rainforests. The discovery of Ernest Shackleton’s 
ship Endurance in March, really brought the topic to 
life, as did the incredible art, design and technology 
projects, decorating the corridors and classrooms 
with a tropical theme. A visit to Dudley Zoo was a 
particular highlight of the term where many of the 
animals studied were observed in real life. 

The main focus of the Summer Term was 
engineering. The Herons and Kingfishers were given 
the opportunity to design, make and test a number 
of different projects and really got to test their skills 
of creativity and persistence. They were stunned by 
the fascinating facts about jet engines, revealed by 
our visiting engineer, Mr Robertson.

YEAR TWO 
PRIMARY

The Year 2 pupils have had the most amazing 
academic year; they began learning about 
superheroes both real and imaginary and even 
got to dress up for the day! 

Lots of hard work and dedication were put into the 
wonderful Year 2 class assemblies. The Kingfishers 
retold the story of The Ugly Duckling and the Herons 
explained who and what an engineer was. Well done
for demonstrating such a high level of musical and 
acting skills! 

Mrs Dowell and Mr Gould  
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Kick starting the year with Roald Dahl, the children 
submerged themselves into a variety of cross-
curricular activities. From mixing magical potions 
in maths to portraying their favourite characters 
in celebration of Roald Dahl’s birthday and finally 
culminating in an inspirational visit to the birthplace of 
Roald Dahl himself. 

Delving into the ancient Egyptian civilisation ignited 
their curiosity as they raided tombs for artefacts, 
familiarised themselves with fascinating Gods 
and Goddesses and even mummified their own 
classmates. The children followed their own thirst 

for knowledge to present their final showstopper 
which was a creative piece, presented to their year 
group. Every member of Year 3 rose to the challenge 
admirably, speaking confidently and informatively 
about their choice of task.  

Stepping onto the stage and into the spotlight, Year 
3 rose to the occasion and played their part in ‘The 

Last Monster in Scotland’. Demonstrating sensational 
singing, exceptional expression and terrific 
talent, they worked alongside Year 4 to produce a 
performance worthy of an Oscar. 

Developing both independence and Thinking 4 
Learning skills was at the top of the agenda as they 
headed off on their first ever school residential. 
Whilst simultaneously consolidating their classroom 
experiences and building on their existing 
understanding of the world, Year 3 pushed their 
boundaries. Each and every one of them achieved 
individual goals, ranging from exploring deep, dark 
caves to spending the night away from their loved ones. 

Year 3 should be incredibly proud of their 
achievements this year. They have not only grown in 
confidence and maturity, but flourished academically 
and developed socially. The children have certainly 
made an impactful start on their Junior journey.  

Mrs Trindell and Mrs Cureton  

YEAR THREE
PRIMARY

Year 3 have had a jam-packed year 
filled with discovery, exploration 
and developing independence.
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Year 4 began the year with a book, ‘The Promise’ 
by Nicola Davies, looking at the belief that nature 
is essential to our wellbeing and an opportunity to 
renew our relationship with the great outdoors. 

The children were then moved by the resilience and 
friendship forged between the main characters in 
‘The Iron Man’ by Ted Hughes; thoroughly enjoying 
their first DT project creating their own Iron Man 
models.  During Year 4 the children have looked at 
the geography and history of concurrent timelines 
during the Ancient Greek and Roman empires.  The 
Romans linked with a very exciting, action packed 
two-night residential to Mount Cooke.  Despite the 
variable Great British weather, the children had so 
much fun as they demonstrated all of our Thinking 
for Learning Skills whilst forging new friendships in 
the outdoors of the Peak District.   

Year 4 rose to the challenge of being the first group 
to invite parents back to school post Covid, for 
an outstanding stage performance of ‘The Last 

Monster in Scotland’.  Adulations poured in for 
not only the wonderful singing, dedication to line 
learning and acting, but to the joy shown by the 
children as they entertained their audiences over 
three days.  

Harry Potter was a firm favourite book study this 
year with potions being created, DT models of 
shops designed for Diagon Alley  and so much more, 
culminating in a trip to the Warner Bros. Studio Tour 
London - The Making of Harry Potter. 

Plenty of practical maths this year included the 
children being outside with Trundel wheels and 
stop watches, listening to sounds and measuring 
distances.  They also captured statistics and used 
their chart knowledge to display the results of 
Chariot Racing.  

Mrs Miller-Odell and Mrs Hamilton   

YEAR FOUR 
PRIMARY
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Pupils were launched into Year 5 this 
academic year with their first external 
visit for quite some time - to the 
National Space Centre.  

Exploring the universe in the Planetarium, 
investigating the Earth, Moon and Space in a private 
workshop and escaping to Venus in a shuttle, the 
pupils asked challenging questions and accelerated 
their learning with their thirst for knowledge. 

Vicious Victorians overran Year 5 at the start of the 
Spring term, with pupils being tormented terribly 
by their new and almost unrecognisable teachers.  
No more smiling or laughing, no more left-handed 
writing…. just dictation, repetition, the Dunce’s Hat, 
gruel and, of course…… the CANE!  We all agreed 
that Derby High School is a significantly better place 
to be than a Victorian school!

The Victorian topic concluded with a day trip to the 
Black Country museum where pupils not only saw 
how life may have been in Victorian times but also 
made connections with their classroom learning, 
with one pupil even asking “Is that William Morris 
wallpaper on the walls of this house?” after studying 
William Morris in art!
 
Pupils improved their awareness of Road Safety 
during this year’s Bikeability course, at the start 
of the summer term,  with the majority of children 
passing both Level One and Two of the Bikeability 
course, ensuring that they know how to deal with 
hazards on the road from now on.
  
Immediately after, Year 5 went on their first 
residential for three years, enjoying the delights of 
The Peak District and linking their discoveries with 
the Topic learning for the term.  Pupils used 

all of their Thinking 4 Learning skills: managing 
impulsivity when jumping over the stepping stones 
at Dove Dale, taking responsible risks whilst 
scrambling, abseiling and rock climbing. 

Consummate performers, Year 5 wowed audiences 
with their enthusiastic version of ‘Hookwinked’, a 
musical version of the Robin Hood story, just before 
the Easter holidays.  Singing and dancing their way 
to the conclusion, the dastardly Sheriff was as evil as 
ever but, despite his wicked plans, Robin Hood still 
managed to win Maid Marian’s hand in marriage! 

As the year drew to a close, Year 5 helped celebrate 
Her Majesty’s Jubilee, participated in various 
summer concerts and ran their own French cafés 
for parents to showcase their French conversational 
skills.  Phew….. what an incredible year!  

Mr Horne and Mrs Coward

YEAR FIVE
PRIMARY
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It has been a pleasure to see most of the children take 
on positions of responsibility at different times during 
the year, acting as commendable role models for our 
younger Primary pupils.

Throughout the year, the children have developed 
their Thinking 4 Learning skills, working together, as 
well as developing their independence. Pupils have 
produced so many pieces of fantastic work but the 
highlights for them are always those occasions when 
classroom routine changes. 

In the Autumn Term, they finished their study of 
‘Stormbreaker’ by Anthony Horowitz with a ‘Spy Day’ 
in school. Dressed as secret agents, they cracked 
codes, solved problems and undertook agility 
challenges.  

The highlight of the Spring Term was the ‘World War 
2’ day, where children took part in role play and a 
range of activities to find out what life would have 
been like for evacuees. The stories they wrote as a 
result really demonstrated their understanding and 
empathy. The term ended with a visit to the National 

Memorial Arboretum; it was a thought-provoking 
experience and the children demonstrated maturity 
as they learned about the Holocaust and explored the 
different memorials. 

The Summer Term saw Year 6 on their residential 
trip to Willersley Castle, where they demonstrated 

fantastic teamwork and independence as they 
participated in a wide range of adventurous outdoor 
activities. The children were a credit to the school 
with their positive attitudes, collaboration and 
friendship. 

Finally, the Year 6 production of ‘Cinderella 
Rockerfella’ raised the roof! Their confident 
performances, wonderful singing and team effort 
reflected the children’s hard work and humour. So 
many audience members commented on how much 
the children had developed, as individuals and as a 
year group. 

Miss Law and Mrs Swainston  

YEAR SIX
PRIMARY

It didn’t take long for pupils to rise to the expectations set as they 
joined Year 6, with many embracing their new prefect roles.
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Early Years Nativity, Angel Express

EYFS gave such a confident and polished 
performance of their Nativity ‘Angel Express’. 
Reception pupils led the acting with Wrens joining 
in with the songs. It is so important that every child 
gets the chance to shine at DHS, and this certainly 
happened in ‘Angel Express’ 

 I enjoyed learning the fun songs Cooke

Junior Christmas Concert

This concert was a wonderful combination of class 
songs and instrumental ensembles, and was filmed in 
the Senior Hall. We were very much still in the depths of 
COVID restrictions, so could not give a live performance. 
Every pupil in the Junior School performed on stage 
with their class. It was a joy to see all of the many pupils 
stepping up to sing a solo line. It was also the first 
concert in which our ensembles made their debut - 
Octavia Orchestra, Cadenza Orchestra, Vivace Wind 
Ensemble and Allegro String Ensemble performed their 
piece with focus on pitching and dynamics. 

 My favourite part of the concert was playing ‘Carol 
of the Bells’ - I never imagined that I would be able 
to play this piece until I was much older! 

Year 1 & 2 Christmas Production 

Year 1 and 2 also filmed their Christmas production, ‘Don’t Be Afraid’. 
This was filmed in the Senior Hall, with Year 2 taking on the lead parts and 
Year 1 singing the songs and performing a series of dances. The children 
were outstanding and performed so well in front of the cameras! 

MUSIC
PRIMARY At Derby High School, we love music - playing it, 

listening to it, composing it, thinking about it and most 
of all sharing it. Here are some highlights from our most 
memorable musical events from this academic year.
Mrs Cooke
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House Music 

It was wonderful to unite the whole of Primary 
together on the final day of the spring term, to 
participate in the House Music competition. 

Over 130 pupils had entered the preliminary rounds 
and performed on their instruments to gain points 
for their house. Four pupils from each House were 
then awarded a highly commended pin badge by 
Mrs Chapman and twelve children, three from each 
House, were awarded badges and chosen to go 
through to the final competition. 

All Primary pupils and staff gathered in the Senior 
Hall at 2:15pm on the afternoon of Friday 1st 
April.  We listened to twelve polished performances 
from our instrumental finalists. After a long 
deliberation from our panel of judges, a winner was 
chosen from each age range.   

Congratulations to Olivia,  who won the Y1/2 section 
with her fantastic performance of ‘Spring Song’ on 
the piano; to Lara who won the Y3/4 section who 
sang a beautiful rendition of ‘Memory’ and to Oskar, 
who rocked us with a virtuosic performance of ‘Kick-
start my Heart’ on the electric guitar. 

 It was great to be part of a team and work with 
other teachers that don’t normally teach us!’ 

Primary Tea Time Concert 

Our Primary Teatime Concert Series has been 
a huge success this year.  Pupils of all ages and 
abilities have performed a solo in front of an 
audience. Throughout the year, we have listened 
to over 150 pupils aged between 4 and 11. The 
children performed beautifully, showing great 
confidence in front of an audience.  

 I was nervous in the rehearsal, but then 
I knew that I could do it - I really enjoyed 
playing in front of an audience, and want to 
do it again! 

Primary Summer Concert 

Our Primary Summer Concert was on the 16th 
June in our Senior Hall. Watching the performers, 
we saw genuine excitement and real joy in what 
they were doing. It reinforces the importance of 
music, as a means to be creative, but also as a very 
effective way to express emotion. The standard of 
performance was incredible from all of our choirs 
and ensembles. Congratulations to Harmony 
Choir, Octavia Orchestra, Vivace Wind Ensemble, 
Rhapsody Choir, Allegro String Ensemble, 
Cadenza Orchestra and Aria Choir.

 I loved the songs that we sang and enjoyed 
listening to all of the other groups – they 
were amazing!’ 
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SPORT
PRIMARY

Here at Derby High School we feel strongly that 
sport is for all, giving our students opportunities 
to take part in a whole range of competitions. 
Our children cover a wide variety of sports in the 
curriculum, during their games afternoon and in 
lunch and after school clubs. 
  
This year we have hosted gymnastic competitions, 
attended tag rugby festivals and been involved in 
many sporting activities. Our Year 3 & 4 and Year 5 
& 6 House events ran throughout the year, giving all 
of our children in Year 3 to 6 the opportunity to play 
competitively for their House team.  

We have also attended a range of sporting events, 
from county level to fun participation events. For 
example, we joined in the Track Cycling Festival run by 
Derby Cycle and we had three Year 6 pupils reach the 
iAPS swimming finals at the London Aquatics Centre. 

Our tag rugby team finished second in their league 
and the Year 3 & 4 gymnastics team finished third in 
the city competition. What an amazing year!  

Miss Stirland ooke

We are so proud of how our pupils have engaged with sport this year. 
There are so many benefits of participating in sport at school. 

Tag Rugby

Tag rugby is a brilliant team sport! We have really 
enjoyed being placed in fixtures, and playing 
opposing schools.  We have been honoured to 
represent Derby High School. Winning and losing, 
junior tag rugby  fixtures have been fun filling. It’s 
a great opportunity to learn a different exciting 
sport. We worked hard to finish second in our 
league this year.  

Harriet and Charlotte, Year 6   

Primary Hockey

What a fantastic year for Derby High Primary 
hockey. Our new initiative of taking Year 3-6 pupils 
weekly to Moorways’ full size astro pitch meant 
that all primary pupils learnt this sport in games 
lessons for the whole of the Autumn Term. 

Miss Goodman  

Junior Tag Rugby Team
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Cricket  
 
This year there has been a great amount of cricket 
fixtures and success. Our Year 5 and 6 team had their  
first ever junior hardball fixture. The team headed 
out to The Prep at Denstone College, whilst other 
pupils played Denstone at home. In the hardball 
fixture DHS beat Denstone and won early. 

The whole of Year 5 and 6 enjoyed Fixture Day! After 
school in the Summer Term there was an optional 
cricket club for Year 5 and 6. There was also a club for 
Year 2, 3 and 4. Every Tuesday in the summer term 
the juniors played cricket for their games afternoon 
and had enjoyed every single session.

Rory and Adi, Year 6   

Swimming 
 
On Saturday 11th June, Alice, Amelie and I  swam in 
the iAPS National Swimming Finals at the London 
Aquatics Centre. This event saw 40 qualifying galas 
organised throughout the Spring Term with more 
than 400 schools entering the competition.  

It was amazing we all  qualified by coming in the top 
twenty nationally for each of our events. We were 
all so excited to reach the finals and to swim in the 
pool which hosted the 2012 Olympics. It was an 
unforgettable experience. We all got through our 
heats and swam in the final of the finals! 

  Swimming at the London Aquatics Centre was 
an unforgettable opportunity and hopefully this 
won’t be the last time we swim in it!”

George, Year 6   

Netball  
 
Netball at Derby High is an experience you will 
never forget: from scoring your first goal to a team 
triumph! As well as being able to play any position 
in Bee netball or learning specific positions for 
7-a-side matches. Some of our Year 6 fixtures 
included winning at the Nottingham High School  
Festival, IAPS Netball and defeating Old Vicarage 
School. 

Pippy and Phoebe, Year 6    

Primary Sports Day  
 
On Friday 10th June we held our annual Primary 
Sports Day. Our EYFS and Infants were in the morning 
and our Junior year groups were in the afternoon. It 
was a sunny day to match the rays of sunshine our 
children gave off as they enthusiastically took part 
in their Sports Day! It was wonderful to have parents 
back into school to cheer their children on!   
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It is a pleasure and a privilege to work with so many 
curious, creative and motivated young people. 

In lessons, assemblies, performances, letters home 
and annual celebrations we recognise and celebrate 
student achievement across and beyond the 
curriculum. 

Highlights brings together a small selection of the 
ways in which students have grown as learners and as 
people and I hope you enjoy these pages as much as 
we have enjoyed our school year. 

Miss A Jordon , Deputy Head  

A pleasure  
and a privilege
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SIXTH FORM

It has been great to have everyone back together in 
one common room again, with the addition of a table 
football table proving particularly popular. 

Academically, our success has continued. Our A 
Level results were once again formidable. Our Year 
13 have secured a terrific range of UCAS offers, 
with students set to study everything ranging from 
Architecture to Classical Studies to Marine Biology. 
I am looking forward to results day and finding out 
exactly where across the country our departing 
Year 13 will be heading to. Year 12 have made great 
headway on their applications already, with some 
drafts of personal statements already completed. 

Away from the classroom our Sixth Formers have, 
as ever, been involving themselves in all manner 
of extra and super-curricular activities. It has 
been a pleasure to have sports fixtures back and 
I have enjoyed getting out on some of the Duke 
of Edinburgh’s expeditions with our students. As 

I write, our Gold group are just about to head off 
to the Yorkshire Dales for their qualifier. Our new 
Prefect Team have made a superb start to their 
duties, with recent events such as Sports Day and 
House Activities Day running very smoothly with 
their help. 

In the Autumn we will be joined by some new 
additions to our Sixth Form tutor team, and I am 
certain that, like me, they cannot wait to get started 
working with the brilliant set of young people that 
reside in our common room. 

Mr Gallagher, Head of Sixth Form 

It has been brilliant to be able to return to a 
much more routine year in the Sixth Form.

And what a year it has been! 
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CREATIVE ARTS

ART & DESIGN
GCSE

A

C

A  Priya A, Year 11
B   Eleanor, Year 11
C   Emily C, Year 11
D   Aimee, Year 11
E   Daisy, Year 11
F   Aminah, Year 11
G   Jack M, Year 11

B

F

D E

G
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ART & DESIGN
A LEVEL

BA

A  Charlotte V
B   Amy B
C   James F
D   Charlotte V
E   Hannah S

C

D E
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HOUSE ART
SENIOR

ART & DESIGN
KS3

A

A  Eleanor, Year 11
B   Indiana, Year 7
C   Maddie, Year 12

A  Year 7 Incised Woodblock Painting            B  Year 9 Masks            C Year 9 Independent Project 

B C

A

C

B
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PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB
Year 7

A  Drama photography 
B  Topic work - shadows
C  Topic work - light
D  Topic work - nature

Interior designer,  household and kitchen ware 
brand originator Tori Murphy, who was a Derby 
High School pupil in the 1980s, visited the Art 
Department in Summer Term to talk to Year 8 and 
the Sixth Form artists. 

The morning unfolded as a Q&A about her career, 
her business and her products. She had also kindly 
brought examples of her retail business  with her 
and her original sketchbooks from her application 
to the Royal College of Art. 

It was a wonderfully informative morning, learning 
about her company; discovering not only about her 
current collaborations with famous brands such as 
Harrods, but also her exciting future ventures and 
vision for her company. 

On the careers front, it was very exciting for the 
pupils to see the potential and possible direction 
for where their creative education at Derby High 
School could take them. 

Mrs Martin-Smith  oke

Interior Designer Visits 
our Art Department

Tori Murphy, 

A B C

D
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We mixed some comic scenes (The Virtuous Burglar) with 
historical drama (Anne Boleyn), fairytale (The Ash Girl) and 
family drama (The Cuckoo Sister) to make sure there was 
something for everyone. KS3 student groups from each  
house performed scenes from ‘The Demon Headmaster’,  
to build up the narrative across all performances. 

The directors worked with incredible dedication, and truly did 
themselves proud! The sense of community was fantastic,  
and it was wonderful for the school to be together, whilst apart 
in classrooms, enjoying the buzz of live performance again. 

Mrs Supran  

HOUSE DRAMA 2021
SENIOR & SIXTH FORM

House Drama is always a great event to unite 
students from all years of school, and after 2 
years without the event due to Covid, everyone 
was keen for the arts at Derby High to return. 

To maintain our bubbles, each House had 4 
separate scripts: both a duologue and group for 
Year 7 and 9, and for Year 10 to 13. The Lower 
School performed a comedic duologue about 
breaking into Buckingham Palace, and a group 
piece set in a school, where 2 boys have been 
misbehaving. Year 10 to 13 performed a period-
style duologue about 2 of Henry VIII’s wives, and 
a group performance with 4 self-righteous sixth 
formers, gunning for 1 new student.

The multiple scripts certainly posed a challenge 
for the House Captains in managing 4 separate 
casts and direction, but the laughter during 
rehearsals and help from everyone in the House 
culminated in a very successful afternoon of 
performances, with St. Patrick winning overall! 

Clara, Year 12

St Patrick

It was great getting back onto the stage 
with peers after so long. 

Despite it being quite different this year, 
with one duologue and group script being 
given to both the lower school and upper 
school, it was still a great process and 
almost like a treat as you would be working 
within your own group and just peak around 
the door or just sit and watch what everyone 
else in your house had been up to. 

Everyone in St David did amazingly and the 
weeks of hard work really paid off! Now, go 
St David for House Drama 2022! 

Annette, Year 12

St David 

There was a lot of excitement surrounding our return to 
performing on stage this year, after an absence of 18 months! 
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Performing the role of Gwendolen in Act 2 of ‘The 
Importance of Being Earnest’ was a fantastic 
experience, especially after performing the role as 
a Year 7 in House Drama and returning to the role 5 
years later! 

Due to Covid regulations, we had to have a different 
cast for each act, which made for an exciting chance 
to see how other people interpreted each role (with 3 
Gwendolens in total, one for each act). Oscar Wilde’s 
intricate dialogue certainly posed a challenge in 
portraying the story, although I now have a greater 
understanding about how to perform period pieces. 
Seeing everyone come together – musicians, tech, 
performers etc. – for the first Whole School Production 
in 2 years was wonderful, displaying the importance of 
the arts at Derby High! 
  
Clara, Year 12

House Drama is an amazing way to  
build your confidence and participate  
in a house event. 

Due to COVID-19, House Drama was set 
out a little bit differently this year, but the 
casts worked brilliantly in persevering 
and putting on an amazing performance. 
St Andrew performed three different 
extracts from different plays, one of 
which was from the Ash Girl. 

House Drama was a brilliant experience to 
watch and be part of. St George’s sense of 
community was ever present and a joy to 
observe.

Rehearsing together enabled new members 
of the house to make personal connections 
with all years, ultimately bringing the house 
closer as a whole. For those spectating, the 
event was initially unfamiliar due to being via 
Microsoft Teams but this was overcome by 
the vast support, excitement and unity within 
the house. The multiple extracts allowed our 
house to showcase so many strengths and I 
feel proud to have been able to support and 
encourage my house!  

Ava, Year 12

St George St Andrew

‘The Importance of  Being Earnest’ 
 

The students put on a funny and confident 
performance and even though we didn’t win, we are 
all very proud of them and their achievements. 
 
Ruby, Year 12
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MUSIC

It has been wonderful to return to making live music 
together and performing to live audiences this year.  

The year began with an invitation from Derby 
Cathedral for some of our senior musicians 
to perform in the lunchtime concert series in 
November.   

Hannah Year 13, played Notturno VI 186 by 
Kalliwoda on her viola, Bethan Year 12 performed 
Air No 3 by Helen Hopekirk on the piano, 
Charlotte Year 13 sang Verborgenheit Seclusion 
by Eduard Morike and Hugo Wolf and Ben, 
Year 13 concluded our four piece set with Tico 
Tico by Zequinna Abreau on his trumpet.  The 
performances were well received by the audience 
and our soloists enjoyed the experience of 
performing in Derby Cathedral.  
 
Musicians in our many ensembles recorded their 
music for the Christmas concert.  At this point in 
the year, we were working within key stages due 
to restrictions.  It was a great experience for our 
musicians to be able to record their Christmas 
pieces and lovely to have this final video as a 
record of the students’ achievements.  

Autumn Term

Intermediate Choir, Senior Christmas Concert

Friends of Derby Cathedral 
lunchtime concert

SENIOR & SIXTH FORM
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This busy term saw musicians across the whole 
senior school take part in the House Music 
Competition.  

On Tuesday 8th March, we had a fantastic day of 
musical performances in the finals of our house 
music competition.  Our adjudicator, Rebecca Maiden 
from Derby and Derbyshire Music Partnership, 
joined us for this special occasion.  We were very 
grateful for her constructive and positive comments 
that made it a learning experience for all of us. The 
competition saw finalists performing in categories 
which included intermediate and senior piano, 
strings, woodwind, brass, composition, drums, 
singing, duets and small ensembles.  
  
Winners of individual categories were Annabelle 
Year 9, Jessica Year 8, Miles Year 7, George Year 9, 
Ella Year 9, Finlay Year 7, Ted Year 7, Rohini Year 7, 
Ella Year 8, Anastasia Year 8, Ben Year 13, Eva Year 
13, Alice Year 12, Lucy Year 11, Esther Year 10, 
Bethan Year 12, Charlotte Year 13 and Diya Year 
11.  Many students gained second places and highly 
commended awards. The quality of music performed 
made it a difficult task for our adjudicator.  
  
The award for individual senior musician of the year 
cup was presented to Lucy, Year 11 and the award 
for individual intermediate musician of the year was 
presented to Jessica, Year 8.  The winning house 
this year was St. Andrew with the most points 
gained from the heats and the finals.  With nearly 90 
performances in the finals and nearly 150 entries 
in the heats, this was a highlight of the musical 
calendar.  
 

Spring Term 

String Quartet

Vocal Duet

Jessica, Intermediate 
Musician of the Year

Lucy M,  
Senior Musician 
of the Year

The Importance of Being Earnest 
 
It was a pleasure to provide the drama department 
with some incidental music for the performance 
of the play The Importance of Being Earnest.  The 
musicians performed music in keeping with the 
period of the play.   

The choir sang Elgar’s song Fly Singing Bird, Fly 
beautifully and the string quartet played music by 
Haydn.  Piano duets were performed by Bethan Year 
12 and Esther, Year 10 and vocal duets by Oliva, Year 
10 and Ruby, Year 10.  
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The Spring Concert was a wonderful evening, which 
featured soloists as well as our many ensembles, 
including senior and intermediate orchestras and 
choirs, swing band, harp ensemble, saxophone 
ensemble, guitar group and the house choirs.  

Mrs Seymour adjudicated the House Choir 
Competition, with Patrick winning the trophy.  
Outstanding solo performances were delivered by 
Lucy, Alice Warner, Ben, Jessica, Charlotte, Bethan  
and Diya.  

Spring Concert 

St Patrick Senior House Choir

Saxophone Ensemble

Intermediate and Senior Choir



SENIOR & SIXTH FORM  |  HIGHLIGHTS 37

The summer showcase event was packed full of 
variety and musical items by soloists and ensembles.  

Soloists and small ensembles had the experience of 
performing outdoors and the orchestras, choirs, swing 
band, guitar ensemble and soloists provided musical 
performances from pop music, to jazz and Romantic 
and Classical music.  

The choir were delighted to be joined by senior staff to 
produce a rousing end to conclude the showcase.  
 
Mrs Lesley  

Summer Term  

Intermediate Orchestra

Vocal Solo
Outdoor Instrumental Solo

Street Beat Drumming Group
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PIZZA MAKING
YEAR 7

FOOD & NUTRITION 
SENIOR

  I really loved making the 
pizza. My favourite part was 
sprinkling the cheese on the 
top - and tasting it of course!” 

      
Anna Year 7  

 I enjoyed making the 
pizzas. I especially 
liked tasting it at the 
end” 

      
Molly Year 7   

  I liked kneading the dough 
and making it elastic. It felt 
really good under my fingers”  

      
Matthew Year 7  
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PRACTICAL EXAM  
WORK

YEAR 10

  During June 2022, we got the opportunity to plan and 
create a three course meal in preparation for our Food 
and Nutrition GCSE.  

 
 Throughout the last remaining months of the school 

year, we all worked hard to come up with dishes, and 
recipes that would fit our briefing of designing and 
cooking a calcium rich, three course meal for teenagers. 

 For everyone in the group this was the first time having 
our cooking graded, with marks being awarded in a 
variety of different sections, and while it originally 
seemed to be a daunting task, it was a thoroughly 
enjoyable experience! 

 Despite the original fears and worries, we all managed 
to complete our dishes and hugely benefited from the 
experience - providing us with a wide range of skills 
which we will be able to utilise as we sit our practical 
exam next year.”  

      
Sophie, Year 10   
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SENIOR & SIXTH FORM

HAPPENINGS
LIBRARY

The library aims to support the school vision by nurturing a love of reading and encouraging 
curiosity by providing resources to support inquiry learning and developing research skills. 
The diverse programme of events is designed to support all aspects of student development, 
enabling them to be responsible, well rounded and confident adults. 

We had great fun at Derby University with the 
Year 7 and 8 book groups. 

The groups were challenged to read the 6 books 
on the shortlist and vote for their favourite. We 
had a tour of the university campus followed 
by an author talk from Ben Davies, last year’s 
winner.

Ten schools from across Derbyshire took part 
in the event which included presentations on 
each book from students. Lots of books were 
bought and we all had a great time. 

Year 7 enjoyed a virtual author visit 
from Taran Mathau which resulted in a 
big interest in reading his books. 

Year 8 also rose to the challenge to read 
all 8 books on the Carnegie shortlist.  

This year some 
of the highlights 

have been...

The creation of a  
Year 7 book group

 
A new House Reading  

competition which 
ran for 6 months 

Virtual author visits 

788 new resources, 
180 of these were 
kindly donated by 
Penguin as part of 

their “Lit in Colour” 
project  

A dedicated team of 
20 student library 

assistants 

Year 7 & 8 
DERBYSHIRE SCHOOLS’ 
BOOK AWARD FINAL 

Year 7 & 8 
AUTHOR VISIT TARAN 
MATHAU 
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This year the library has been supported fantastically 
by 20 student library assistants. 

They were required to commit to volunteering 
in the library for 1 hour a week for at least a year, 
contributing to the running of the school library through 
creating displays, managing the desk and keeping the 
stock tidy as well as undergoing training; in addition to 
having regular meetings to help shape the development 
of the library as a space for everyone. All 20 have now 
achieved their “first award”. 

We have also been joined by 4 Duke of Edinburgh 
students as part of their volunteering and Diya 
successfully achieved her Bronze library award, Diya 
took on some extra tasks, one of which included 
designing a library map for the online catalogue, making 
it easier to find books in the library. Well done, Diya. 
 
We also said goodbye to our Year 11 team members.  
A huge thank you for all your hard work over the years. 

In early July, the English Department welcomed a visit from 
West End in Schools to work with the Year 7 forms on drama 
activities based around A Midsummer Night’s Dream. 

Designed to enhance their knowledge of aspects of the play, 
and to endorse their work in drama lessons, the workshop had 
our students up and acting, exploring physicality, role playing 
and performing lines from Shakespeare’s celebrated play. It was 
a hectic but joyful morning and an excellent way to bring the 
Summer Term to a close! 

Immersing myself in the House Debating experience was fulfilling and useful.  
It gave me a great sense of achievement, as my house, St David, won. 

 
It also offered an amazing opportunity for me to practise formulating 

arguments and communicating ideas and analysing points effectively. This 
is particularly useful for careers such as Law, that include a large amount 

of debate and conveying clear ideas. It was also a chance to work well 
in a team, albeit a team of two, developing skills such as confidence, 

communication and critical thinking. 

Thank you to Mrs Webster and Miss Render for organising 
and judging the competition, and well done to all who 

took part.  Megan, Year 12

SENIOR
STUDENT LIBRARY TEAM 

WEST END IN SCHOOLS
A MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM

SENIOR
HOUSE DEBATING
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SENIOR
CREATIVE WRITING COMPETITIONS

Last year, the SHAPE prefects launched a writing competition, asking students to produce a 
piece of creative writing, inspired by their favourite book,  or character within a book.  Beth and 
George were chosen as winners.  Beth’s writing was inspired by ‘The Hunger Games’; George’s 
writing was inspired by the Inspector Morse series.

Extract from  

Inspector Morse – The Lost Crossword 

Exasperated, Morse made his way outside 

to his car which to his delight had remained 

unmoving since he had departed. With 

a slightly restless air about him, Morse 

opened the door of the red Jaguar which he 

had procured recently. A definite upgrade 

from the reliable, but otherwise shoddy 

Lancia. Setting off from the car park, Morse 

considered his current case. 

A man had been found dead in the canal. 

Not unusual in terms of policework but then 

again, using dental records and fingerprints, 

no name had been found for the cadaver. 

Morse had contemplated the proposal put 

forward by the now unavailable Lewis. 

Having had a few ideas himself, he had come 

to the conclusion that this was the most 

feasible explanation. 

George, Year 9

Extract from  
Hunger Games  

Now for the boys,” Effie announces, oblivious to the chaos below, “Peeta Malark.” A petrified boy brushes past me, his stale blonde hair swaying slightly in the wind, but there is no time for him; after every second Prim is getting closer to the podium, a podium of death. 

I must decide, a decision determining life or death. My feet are now jammed to the floor; only my voice can save her now. Tears stream down my face matching Prim, but I just can’t. I can’t volunteer. My feet break under my weight, and I fall to the ground, my eyes dizzy and drowning in water. 

Gale, my childhood best friend, sprints through the boys, a range of tall and short and comforts me, wrapping his jagged arms around my neck. Meanwhile, Prim is dragged off behind two large, steel doors. I will never see her again. I will never be able to tell her how much I truly love her.  
Beth, Year 9 
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SENIOR
POETRY CORNER

A Shakespearian Sonnet 
 
Someone once said that rivers are still and steady, 
That they are predictable – so smooth and clear; 
But some rivers bear rapids when we are not ready. 
Like life, we must find a different path down which to steer. 
Someone once said that rivers are still and steady; 
But they were wrong: you cannot step in the same river twice. 
Our lives, we believe, are planned and mapped already, 
But, like a river, we face some challenges, we hit some ice. 
When life starts heading over the edge of the waterfall, 
You shan’t drown in the failure, but look for the rainbow 
Because one’s problems in the vastness of life are only small. 
Someone is out there waiting for you – your Romeo. 
You cannot fear what lies beyond the river bend. 
Flow through life because, too quickly, it comes to an end. 
 
By Sophia, Year 9 

The Phoenix 
 
The bird of flame rose from the ashes 
And sang its musical cry. 
It spread its flaming wings 
And took off for the sky. 
As it sky soared, the velvet black night 
Was set alight. 
Below, the earth-walkers stared at the heavens 
While the bird of ashes called its lonely cry, 
As bright and golden as the day-bringer, 
Searching for a friend. 
Then, one day, it heard 
The caw of another fire-bird 
And, spreading her wings, 
She quickly took flight 
And met someone like her, 
High in the sky. 
Together they soared, 
High up above any clouds or turbulence – 
Just them and the noise-killer, 
Sky soaring forever. 
 
Eve, Year 7 

Year 7 Poetry Inspired by ‘The Right Words’ by Imtiaz Dharker  
 I am an oasis of calm, 
A volcano when angry. 
Is that it? 
A blossom that blooms freely each morning, 
A portal that shuts at night. Still not right … 

The raging sea, when upset, 
As the waves weave like tears in my eyes.  How about … 
I am a girl, a child, me. 
A flautist of imagination –  
I think that’s it. 
 
Sienna, Year 7 

Poetry is a  
wonderful medium 
for self-expression.  
Students encounter sonnets, 
ballads, kennings and poetry 
from diverse cultures in their 
English studies; they also have 
opportunities to experiment 
with poetic form to express 
their own thoughts and ideas.

Here are three examples of 
our students’ poetry from Key 
Stage 3. 

Mrs Webster
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Derby High School marked the European Day of Languages with the  
library hosting a wonderful collection of picture books on loan from 
“EuroLit” in 6 different European languages. The languages we had were 
French, German, Spanish, Italian, Portuguese and Polish (as well as some 
lovely English ones too). 

The French department celebrated Black History Month by reminding ourselves of some historical black 
leaders, activists and artists who often had to overcome racial challenges in order to be successful.   

This year the French department continued their pen pal 
correspondence with a school in Paris and with a school in 
Ivory Coast. The students loved exchanging letters with new 
friends from abroad.  It was also great to exchange cultural 
experiences. 

Year 11 GCSE French students enjoyed a video call with a student from France. The group  
talked about the differences between the French and English curriculum. It was good for our 
students to gather first-hand knowledge of the French educational system. 

This year the French department followed the presidential election 
very closely. Emmanuel Macron was elected a second time after an 
epic election.  Students learnt about how the French public elects 
its presidents and the policies of the candidates who were in the 
running.  This was particularly useful for our Sixth Form students, as 
politics forms a part of the A-Level course. 

MFL
SENIOR & SIXTH FORM

European Day of Languages and beyond  

Black history month

French pen pals 

Year 11 video call 

French presidential election 
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On Wednesday 16th March the Sixth Form German 
students attended an online after school workshop on 
the film “Goodbye Lenin”, which they study at A-Level. 

The workshop was provided by King’s College London. It 
was very informative and covered topics like fiction versus 
reality, language in the film and history in the subjunctive. 
We also heard about life studying languages at King’s 
College from some of the professors and students. 

The MFL department celebrated diversity in all its forms. Year 12 students 
researched information on current and historical figures of the French, 
and German and Spanish world.  

Megan, a Spanish student in Year 12, sent a letter to the 
Spanish King and Queen, (El rey Felipe y la reina Doña Leticia) 
to tell them how much she loves learning about the Spanish 
language and culture and that she is looking forward to 
studying the Spanish monarchy in Year 13. Megan and Señora 
Martínez were delighted to receive a reply!  

During this academic year, Year 9 Spanish students have been 
exchanging letters, and taking part in video conferences and games  
with our Spanish school (Edelweiss school) in Valencia. The students 
in both schools have had the opportunity to practice their listening, 
reading, speaking and writing skills with native speakers. This project 
has been supported by Maria, our first ever Spanish assistant.  

On the 24th March 2022 Year 12 and Year 13 German students 
did a live virtual tour of Berlin. 

The tour guide spoke in German and the tour was tailored to be 
relevant to the A-Level topics they study, for example the Berlin 
Wall, life in the east before the wall fell and life now in Berlin 30 
years on. The tour was very interesting and relevant. Students 
then had a chance to ask questions in German and go through 
some of the new vocabulary learned. 

Workshop on the Film Goodbye Lenin

LGBTQ+ History Month

Spanish Royalty

Year 9 Spanish Pen Pal Project 

Virtual Tour of Berlin 
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Our first afternoon was based around 
fieldwork in Shrewsbury town centre, 
aiming to find out how significantly 
the park and ride scheme is reducing 
congestion in Shrewsbury. On our way 
into the town, we stopped at one of the 
park and ride car parks and calculated 
the percentage occupancy by counting 
the number of occupied and unoccupied 
parking spaces. Then, in the centre of 
Shrewsbury, we split up into groups and 
went to specific sites in the town to carry 
out a traffic count and a questionnaire to 
the public about their use of the park and 
ride scheme. 
 
After returning to the field centre, we 
compared our traffic count results 
with a given total for the same type of 
road to see if the area was congested 
– unfortunately all the sites where we 
carried out our surveys were! After this, 
we had some free time before we went 
to bed so most people had fun playing 
football outside, inside with the table 
football or watching a match on TV! 
 
The next day, we set off to Carding Mill 
Valley, where we walked up to the upper 
course of the river and measured its 
width, depth and velocity in our groups. 
We then repeated these measurements 
at two more sites further downstream. 
This enabled us to see how each factor 
changed with distance downstream and 
compare this to the Bradshaw Model, 
which predicts the changes.  
 
Overall, it was a really fun and varied trip 
and it was great to be able to do some 
fieldwork where our data not only helped 
us to answer our questions but was also 
added to the fieldwork centre’s data! 
 
Esther, Year 10 

Year 10 
FIELDTRIP TO PRESTON  MONTFORD, SHROPSHIRE

GEOGRAPHY
SENIOR & SIXTH FORM

SH
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After arriving in Preston Montford, our leader from the field centre, Adrian, explained 
what fieldwork we would be carrying out over the trip. 

Using sampling strategies to measure the river channel

Collecting river data in the Carding Mill Valley
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Clara and Holly from Year 12 joined Derby Civic Society, with their joining 
ceremony being hosted in school on June 28th. 

The Civic Society is an institution that seeks to involve locals in the task of 
maintaining the character and heritage of Derby’s built environment. Clara 
and Holly will bring a youthful perspective on matters to meetings, making 
sure that young people are represented in discussions about how Derby 
develops. 

With both Clara and Holly considering studying Human Geography at 
university, this will provide them with invaluable experience of urban matters. 

They visited Brindley Place, The Jewellery Quarter and the 
central area around the Bullring. Students were examining 
how Birmingham has recovered from the decline of 
secondary industry while retaining some manufacturing. A 
variety of data collection techniques were used that provided 
the cohort with useful experience ahead of conducting their 
Independent Investigations over the summer. 

We also had time to visit the impressive new Birmingham 
Library and have a quick look at an exhibition on the legacy of 
empire in the city and how migration has shaped the area. 

On Monday 27th June, Year 12 Geographers ventured to the Longshaw 
Estate in the Peak District to learn about fieldwork techniques used to 
measure the state of the area’s peat moorland as a carbon store. 

Upon arrival we were greeted by a torrential downpour so took shelter 
in a café for a coffee (or in the case of some, despite the weather, an 
ice cream). Thankfully the rain abated and we headed out to carry out a 
variety of fieldwork techniques, some of which will be put into use by our 
cohort on their Independent Investigations over the summer. Our data 
showed that while the peat stores in the area were fairly shallow, they 
were healthy, with a good range of indicator species and relatively little 
being lost into local streams. It was great to work with expert staff from 
the Peak District National Park’s Learning and Discovery Team.  

Year 12 
GEOGRAPHY TRIP TO BIRMINGHAM

Year 12 
GEOGRAPHY WATER & CARBON  
CYCLES DAY 

Year 12 
DERBY CIVIC SOCIETY

Year 12 Geographers 

On Wednesday 15th June our Year 12 Geographers visited Birmingham to conduct urban fieldwork. 
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This year, history has been great. The history teachers go 
to great extents to make lessons fun and enjoyable.
I really enjoy how much freedom we have in history and how our ideas and thoughts are always wanted 
without judgement, the teachers make us feel so welcome that we don’t even realise we are learning. History 
this year has really opened my eyes up to the real world and I cannot wait to do it next year.  

Rhea, Year 8 

This year I have enjoyed the way 
the curriculum has been used as 
it allows for active interaction 
instead of just going through what 
sometimes might have felt like the 
same lesson. 

In particular I enjoyed the Family 
history project as it gives people the 
time to investigate their family and 
without it I feel much less people 
would do it. I enjoyed the fact that 
there was often some form of 
incentive to try hard and finish the 
work. 

I would also like to mention that the 
homework’s that have been set have 
been enjoyable and intriguing.  
 
Matthew, Year 7  

In Year 9 history, we were given the opportunity to do our own 
personal projects on anything that interests us. 

Through this we were able to explore the interest and expand 
our minds on not just our question or topic but also history in 
general. Each week we did half an hour of research, this could 
be watching a documentary, writing notes, going on History 
Today, or exploring the topic on google. We then presented our 
research in whatever form we wanted to. 

My project was on the ancient history of Sudan and Egypt and 
as I found this topic fascinating with endless information, I 
presented it in the form of a scrapbook. When we had finished, 
we peer marked and left feedback on each other’s work. This 
meant we got a variety 
of opinions and feedback 
along with the teachers. We 
have loved the freedom and 
independence of this project 
and it has helped everyone 
stretch their mind, have 
fun, and learn lots of new 
information along the way.  

Morgan, Year 9 

HISTORY
SENIOR

THE COLD WAR

WHAT HAPPENED TO WILLIAM TYRRELL?

FAMILY HISTORY 

WHY ARE THE EGYPTIAN PYRAMIDS MORE  
FAMOUS THAN THE ONE IN SUDAN 

FAMILY HISTORY 

FAMILY HISTORY 

ANCIENT HISTORY OF SUDAN AND EGYPT 
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We explore what it means to be spiritual and how people 
use art to express something spiritual. Students are then 
introduced to ‘Spirited Arts’, a national competition in which 
students create a piece of spiritual art in response to one of 
five given themes. 

The themes this year were: 

•  “We have far more in common than that which divides us”  
•  God’s good earth? 
•  Searching for God 
•  A view of the world 
•  Celebrations: big days and big ideas 

They could use poetry, drawing, painting, video, sculpture or 
other media. They also had to include a written piece about 
their artwork. Spirited Arts receives an average of 25,000 
entries per year. These are the ten pieces that were chosen to 
be entered into the competition. 

We chose them for their originality and engagement with 
the topic of spirituality. Hopefully we have a winner from this 
year’s Year 8!  

RELIGIOUS STUDIES
SENIOR

WILLIAM

SOPHIE DM

LINDA

NADINE
JASMINE

MAYA & TILLY

In Year 8 RS we spend half a term on the topic of Spirituality.

My art piece is about how beautiful 
the world is and that we should 
preserve all beauty.  

Sophie, Year 8  

“ “
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Social Sciences at Derby High is a growing and popular discipline. In addition to Business and Psychology, 
the A-Level in Economics was launched this year and with great timing – there has never been a better 
time to study domestic economic policy and globalisation. 

Our new students have applied themselves to this challenging and interesting subject in an impressive way 
and have begun to understand how the world works and how we are all affected by decision-makers and 
stakeholders in society. 

Next year, we will welcome our A-Level Politics students, taught by Mrs Bower-Gormley. For those students 
with a keen interest in current affairs and who keep their finger on the pulse of news, Politics A-Level is coming 
to Derby High. It is an exciting and continuously changing subject which dominates the front pages of the 
daily papers and media; as Harold Wilson famously said, ‘A Week is a long time in Politics’.   .  

SOCIAL SCIENCES
SIXTH FORM

Derby High welcomed three new Young 
Enterprise businesses to the school this year, 
selling a wide range of tailored and produced 
products. 

We are pleased to confirm that all businesses 
made a profit over the year and were able to 
overcome many problems in terms of research, 
design, production and promotion. 

SPIKE 

For our Young Enterprise project we decided to re-
pot and sell small cacti and succulents. 

We thought this would be a refreshing and different 
product to the arts/crafts that are usually sold, and 
we were keen to see what the response would be 
from younger students! Initially, we potted cacti and 
succulents into small terracotta pots, but for our 
second and third sale, we potted them into reused 
glass jars, for a different look and to minimise our 
environmental impact.  Lauren, Year 13 

TOTE & CO

Young Enterprise was a great way to involved 
within the school in the early weeks of Year 12. 

Our group consisted of 5 people who take Business 
and Economics as an A Level, however this is not 
a requirement to join in with Young Enterprise. We 
decided to make a tote bag business called Tote & 
Co. We chose this as tote bags were very trendy at 
the time, therefore we believed that we would have a 
high chance of being successful. Overall, we all gained 
valuables skills that we can use in the future such as, 
how to write a cohesive business plan. Ruby, Year 13

ON POINT!

We decided to create a range of affordable and 
usable gift products as this allowed us to combine 
everyone’s vision for the brand.  Our most popular 
products were the custom notebooks which were 
handmade featuring a cartoon-style cover designed 
by our team.  The largest challenge of the business 
was communicating effectively with our customer 
base in school. Rose, Year 12  

YOUNG ENTERPRISE  
21-22
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On 16th March we were delighted to welcome Dr. Guy 
Sutton to Derby High School. Dr. Sutton is an expert in 
Neuroscience and brain surgery. 

Dr. Sutton delivered a series of fascinating and thought-
provoking talks on various aspects of neuroscience and brain 
function to our Psychology and Biology A level students.  

As ever, the highlight of the day was almost certainly 
the dissection of a sheep’s brain to reveal the incredible 
intricacies and patterns that lie within.  Our students gave 
a magnificent account of themselves throughout with their 
curiosity and, due to the quality of questions shown, the day 
went on for an hour longer than planned!  Many thanks to Dr 
Sutton, we look forward to welcoming him back next year. 

In February, Psychology A level students from Derby 
High had the opportunity to take part in an essay 
competition alongside students from other schools in 
the East Midlands. 

Six of our students entered, and we were extremely 
excited when one of our Year 13 students, Gabriella was a 
joint winner. 

In November, all students and staff in the Senior School 
were given the chance to enter the first Derby High 
Share Competition. 

There were 103 entrants and over the following weeks 
were able to keep track of what had happened to their 
£20,000 investment. The global events that have 
happened since the investment competition began have 
had a significant impact on our share value.  Overall, only 
8 entries actually made a return this year in really difficult 
trading conditions and the top three are below.  

1st Mrs Render + 12.5% (AstraZeneca,  
GlaxoSmithKline, BP) 

2nd Zainab, Year 13 + 11.6% (GlaxoSmithKline, Shell, 
Vodafone) 

3rd Mollymay, Year 12 +10.9% (Severn Trent, 
InterContinental Hotels, British American Tobacco) 

On Friday 10th December, our class 
joined the Psychology in Action online 
conference. There were many speakers 
discussing and presenting various 
theories, phenomena, and interesting 
real-life applications of psychology.
  
The first speaker spoke about how 
emotions, innate negativity, and bias 
can all contribute to the distribution of 
misinformation. It was intriguing, as it 
linked to areas of psychology we have 
already studied, such as memory, and 
culture bias. There were also opportunities 
to get involved in polls and contribute 
your opinion to the discussion. A cognitive 
neuroscientist then enlightened us about 
“the gendered brain” and showed how 
misinformation actually contributed to the 
belief that the male and female brains are 
different. There were also some brilliant 
questions, and some that made our class 
laugh! 

After a lunch break, there were talks 
about effective revision, exam technique, 
and learning, which – although we were 
aware of most of the strategies, still 
gave us advice on how to achieve our 
best academic performance. Overall, the 
conference was fun, light-hearted, but 
also very educational, and I was glad I 
participated.

Eva, Year 13 

BRAIN DAY

PSYCHOLOGY IN 
ACTION CONFERENCE  

DERBY HIGH SCHOOL 
INVESTOR CHALLENGE 

DERBY UNIVERSITY  
PSYCHOLOGY ESSAY 
COMPETITION  

A highlight of 
the day was the 
practical brain 
dissection  
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Year 12 
BIOLOGY FIELD TRIP

In Summer Term, our Sixth Form  biologists completed 
the A level residential fieldwork trip to Preston 
Montford Field Studies Centre in Shropshire. 

They were a real credit to the school and worked 
exceptionally hard (12-hour days) to complete two 
of their required practical tasks, 

In addition to completing a pond study, hydroseral 
succession study and all of the A level statical 
tests! It was an intensive three days but highly 
enjoyable.  
  
Mrs Aydi
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We’ve had a busy year of Challenges, Kangaroos and MOGs in 
maths this year with 157 students sitting papers across all year 
groups. 

Our students often surprise themselves on the Maths Challenges, 
since the questions cannot be prepared for, and draw on inherent 
problem solving ability that some students don’t even realise they 
possessed! 

Students can qualify for Bronze, Silver and Gold certificates 
depending on performance, and this year an incredible 47% 
got a certificate. Of these, 8% were gold and the majority of 
these qualified for the follow on rounds such as the curiously 
titled Kangaroos. Our Year 13 further mathematicians sat the 
Mathematical Olympiad for Girls (MOG), a fiendish five questions sat 
over two hours. 

Well done to Gopika (Year 13), Kirthi, Imogen, Madeleine (all Year 11), 
George (Year 9), Saachi, Linda (both Year 8) and Layla (Year 7) who all 
qualified for the Kangaroo. A special mention goes to Esther (Year 
10) who did so well she qualified for the Hamilton Olympiad which is 
beyond even the Kangaroo. Here’s to more success in 2023/24! 

Congratulations to all our students who won awards.   
Mr Dodson  

SCIENCE CLUB  
 
Last year, I enjoyed leading a weekly Science Club  for Year 7 students 
which was a great opportunity to develop my leadership skills and inspire 
the next generation of DHS scientists. 

Each week, I planned a different activity such as making slime, investigating 
density with lava lamps, and crystalizing snowflakes. One of the highlights 
was the ‘screaming jelly baby’ reaction in which the glucose in the sweet 
was rapidly oxidised by potassium chlorate, producing a dramatic lilac 
flame and a horrifying scream! I loved working with the younger students to 
demonstrate how incredible the scientific world is, and we certainly had fun 
exploring some of the strange properties of different chemicals. This year, 
this club will be organised by the new Year 12 students, and I know they 
have more exciting ideas for the year ahead. 

Alice, Year 12

MATHS CHALLENGES 2022

MATHS
SENIOR & SIXTH FORM

CHEMISTRY
SENIOR & SIXTH FORM

Alice with Year 7 students in 
Science Club
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Many of our students were keen to take part 
in the different competitions organised by the 
British Physics Olympiad over the course of the 
year, which was really pleasing to see. 

These competitions reverted to paper exams sat 
in school following the easing of Covid restrictions 
and are designed to stretch and challenge the best 
Physics students in the country.  In the Round 1 
Physics Olympiad competition that took part in 
November, Alex from Year 13 sat the demanding 
two and half hour exam and achieved a very 
pleasing Bronze medal. 

In March, we had a record 18 students take part 
in the Intermediate Physics Challenge for Year 
11 students and they achieved some excellent 
results. The students were Kirthi (Gold), Lucy 
(Silver), Madeleine (Silver), Imogen (Silver), 
Elspeth (Bronze), Esme (Bronze), Tabitha 

Six Year 8 students (Nirun, Dhyrya, Jack, Hannah, Jessica and Scout) visited Derby University joined in 
the Faraday Challenge against five other schools. 

We had to design and create a mechanism with 
circuits that would either help patients, workers or 
visitors in the hospital. We chose to design a robot 
that would help in the hospital and we created 
the arm of the robot. To craft it we used circuit 
components and also other materials to complete 
the arm and hold it together including tape, plastic 
boards, wooden skewers and more. But we were on 
a budget; we only had a certain number of Faradays 
which was the currency of money. All the school had 
completed their projects and we presented all our 
hard work to each other and the judges. 

We were then asked lots of different questions like what source of power it would use (solar, battery etc.) and 
more. It came to the results to see who had won the competition; all the schools were very nervous and it 
turned out that our team had won. We each returned back to school with a  goody bag and also the trophy. 

Scout, Year 8

BRITISH PHYSICS OLYMPIAD 2022 

Year 8 
FARADAY CHALLENGE 

PHYSICS
SENIOR & SIXTH FORM

(Bronze), Vidhmahi (Bronze), Julia (Bronze), Sowmya 
(Bronze), Diya (Bronze), Chandni (Bronze), Jasmine 
(Bronze), Megan (Bronze), Olivia (Bronze), Alice 
(Commendation), Ruqayya (Commendation) and 
Aminah (Commendation).  

All these results represent some of the school’s 
best results in these competitions in recent years. 
Many congratulations to them all. 
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PHYSICS CONT

Sixth Form 
INDUSTRIAL CADET GOLD AWARD 

The Education Engineering Scheme with Rolls- 
Royce has been a wonderful experience.  

It has been an opportunity to develop teamwork, 
presentation skills, creativity and engineering skills 
whilst achieving an industry recognised Industrial 
Cadets Gold Award. In addition, it was so much fun 
to work as a team and make the project brief evolve 
into a working model, especially under the guidance 
of a Rolls-Royce engineer, Ms Lauren Hay. Lauren 
was instrumental to the success of the project, 
guiding us through meetings, helping us solve 
engineering issues, showing us the feasibility of 
ideas and always making us smile!  

Our brief was to design a ground support charging 
vehicle that can efficiently and safely charge the 
Rolls-Royce ‘Spirit of Innovation’ electric plane.  
This is Rolls-Royce’s first all electric aircraft which 
has been hugely successful already, breaking three 
world records.  We were extremely excited to be 
able to work at the cutting-edge of engineering 
and to be supported by Rolls Royce throughout our 
experience. 
 
Starting in October, we had weekly team meetings. 
We began by discussing our ideas and our visions 
for the project.  We wanted to add an extra layer of 
safety by making our charging vehicle completely 
autonomous with no humans required.  We designed 
a line-following and obstacle detecting vehicle which 
arrived at the plane and aligned the wireless charging 
coils in order to charge our model of the ‘Spirit of 
Innovation’.  The vehicle constantly monitored for 
any obstacles that came into its path and stopped 
when required. 

Discussing our ideas and thoughts about each 
others’ strengths made us a very strong team.  
We each identified areas of the project where we 
felt we could stretch our own ability but also bring 
our individual skills to push the project forward.  

Samantha focused on research and co-ordinated 
the final report for submission.  Annabelle designed 
and produced the 3D printed model of the plane to 
use as a model for our design.  Olivia designed and 
produced a 3D printed vehicle component which 
protected the vehicle and supported the wireless 
charging device.  I designed and built the monitoring 
and motor systems for the ground vehicle and 
coded in Python the Raspberry Pi computer which 
controlled the ground vehicle’s motion. 
 
Each week we followed a meeting format of sharing 
what we had completed that week and how this 
linked with other parts of the project.  We spent 
our time talking about how to overcome any 
challenges and creating plans for prioritising our 
time to meet deadlines and to ensure no-one else’s 
work was delayed.  Lauren showed us management 
techniques that allowed us to achieve this as a team.  
 
During the project we were extremely privileged to 
visit the Rolls Royce site at East Midlands Airport 
and to actually see the ‘Spirit of Innovation’ plane 
up close!  We were guided by Mr Phil O’Dell, the 
test pilot of the plane, who inspired us all and 
showed us an amazing range of historic planes, 
such as operational Spitfires and training planes.  It 
was extremely special to visit the actual ‘Spirit of 
Innovation’ plane after focusing for six months on 
designing a support vehicle.  

In conclusion, we have learnt the most from 
the challenges that arose during this project.  
Researching alternative components and alternative 
methods in order to move the project forwards was 
definitely the most rewarding part of the project.  It 
has been a pleasure to work with the team to create 
something which we are all so proud of and have 
worked so hard to achieve.
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Sixth Form 
PHYSICS TRIP TO 
CAMBRIDGE 

Year 10 
GRAPHIC DESIGN 
COMPETITION   

In March, the Year 13 physicists went to 
Cambridge to look around the Cavendish 
Museum and microscopes at the Materials 
Science Department. 

The trip allowed our students to learn more 
about different apparatus that they had 
been studying as part of their end of course 
option on discoveries in Physics. We were very 
lucky to have guided tours at both locations 
and they managed to see experimental 
instruments designed by some of the most 
famous physicists from history, including 
Maxwell and Thomson, and examine some 
original pieces that had won the Nobel Prize 
for Physics. They also got to view individual 
atoms with a 3-million-pound transmission 
electron microscope and the pollen trapped 
in the hairs on a fly with a scanning electron 
microscope. 

Overall, our students saw many examples of 
how the Physics principles they have been 
studying for the past two years are being put 
into practice. A big thank you to Dr Stephen 
Martin, Dr John Walmsley and Dr Petr Vacek 
for giving up their valuable time on the day and 
making it a memorable and educational visit. 

In the Summer Term, our Year 10 
GCSE students had an exciting 
Design and Technology project, 
set by a special guest, with a 
fantastic reward at the end! 

Derby High was delighted to 
welcome Sophie Cartmell to 
the Design and Technology 
department in June. Sophie is 
an illustrator and children’s book 

author based in Belper, Derbyshire, as well as the owner of 
Duck & Peach Illustration. Sophie visited the students at 
the beginning of the project to set the task of designing 
their very own wrapping paper and greeting card. The 
theme set for the project was “The Jungle and Natural 
World”. Sophie spent time with the students explaining 
how she works through her creative ideas and how they 
may wish to approach the challenge. Everyone was 
very excited when Sophie informed the group that each 
students’ design would be professionally printed. 

The results were superb. 
Our students work was 
extremely imaginative and 
demonstrated a high level 
of creativity, originality 
and talent. Sophie found it 
extremely hard to pick from 
the great selection of designs. 
The two winners who went 
on to have their designs on 
sale were Natalie and Imogen. 
Natalie for her wrapping paper 
and Imogen for her greeting card. 

Congratulations to all of Year 10 students who 
participated in this excellent project.   

Mrs Ince  

We would like to give a special thank you to Mrs Orr, Head 
of Physics, for organising the amazing opportunity and for 
supporting us at every step of the project.  

A special thanks also to Lauren Hay for being a 
motivational and uplifting mentor.  I am excited to see what 
next year’s students create as part of their new brief!   
 
Rose, Year 12  

D&T
SENIOR



DERBY HIGH SCHOOL   |  SENIOR & SIXTH FORM   |  HIGHLIGHTS   |  2021 / 202258

SP
O

RT
ATHLETICS
SENIOR

BASKETBALL
SENIOR

Derby High School, for the first time this 
year took part in the English Schools 
Athletics Association Track and Field 
Cup, held at Moorways Stadium. 

This was a brilliant opportunity for our 
younger students to compete in athletics 
for the very first time and for our older 
students to gain experience as they 
work towards their GCSE PE practical 
assessment.  A group of sports leaders 
from our Sixth Form joined our strong 
team of 30 competitors from our senior 
years. All students had an opportunity to 
take part in two events, one track and one 
field. 

Competitors were awarded points for 
their position and throughout the day, 
Derby High School was able to gain 
maximum points in a number of events, 
including the junior 200m and junior  
Long Jump. 

Derby High’s team was chosen to be represented as 
the ‘Phoenix Sun’s’ which is a professional team in 
America. The group stages were against all schools 
in Derby and our team managed to win every game 
we played, being crowned as the best team in Derby!  

This performance managed to get us through to 
the knockout stages. The team who we played were 
the winning team from Nottingham. It was a close 

The Year 7 and 8 basketball team took 
part in ‘Junior NBA’ which is a national 
Basketball tournament for schools 
from all over the country. 

game and in the third quarter our team 
were up by one point! However, the 
champions of Nottingham brought 
it back in the final quarter. It was very 
disappointing for our journey in the 
competition to be over but we all really 
enjoyed the experience. We hope to be 
able to play again in the future. 

Jack, Year 8

We also had students finishing in place position 
in the 1500m , 100m and 800m. It was a very 
successful day for our students and although we 
did not gain enough points to win the competition 
and progress through to the next round, it was 
a great learning opportunity and provided our 
students with experience that will help them to 
continue to improve their performance.  
 
Miss Stirland  
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CRICKET
SENIOR

CROSS COUNTRY
SENIOR

Cricket is one of the most loved 
sports around the globe. It is 
a sport that requires mental 
toughness, resilience, patience and 
perseverance.  

These are individual events, where each 
runner gains points for the position 
they come in the race. At the end of the 
three meets, all the points are added 
together and the school with the most 
points are the winners. Throughout these 
competitions, we had runners finishing in 
the top three places, gaining maximum 
points for our school. Although we did not 
finish on the highest points, it was a great 
opportunity to practice before the ESAA 
County meets. 

We took a mini bus of children to take part 
in the ESAA Cross County at Mount St 
Mary’s and had students place both 1st and 
2nd, leading them onto the National round. 
It has been brilliant to see the increase in 
participation for this sport since returning 
from the pandemic. 

One of our success stories in Cross Country is from Annabelle 
Year 12. It has been a fantastic season for Annabelle, 
she represented Derbyshire in the CAU Inter County 
Championships which consisted of runners from all parts of 
the UK. It was at Prestwold Hall, Loughborough and she came 
73rd out of 256 people. Shortly after this, she represented 
Derbyshire again, but this time in the English Schools Cross 
Country Championships which consisted of runners from 
schools across the nation. It was at Hop Farm, Kent and she 
came 66th out of 278 people. 

This course was flat and fast, which suits Annabelle, but 
unfortunately, she tripped over losing a few positions, but she 
still did really well considering the fall and the heat.  
 
Miss Stirland  

This year we have taken part in many Cross County Events. The academic year usually starts with three 
Cross County meets on consecutive Fridays towards the end of September and early October. 

It is quite hard but if you play it right, it can be quite fun. Cricket is a 
game that can be played for long hours. It is a game that can bring 
people together. This year, we have had many cricket fixtures and they 
have all been an example of team work and perseverance.  

Dhyrya, Year 8
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FOOTBALL
SENIOR

NETBALL
SENIOR

This year was the first time Derby High School had entered 
into the ESFA competition. We enter both girls and boys teams 
across a range of age groups. It was a competitive standard 
and we faced some tough opponents right from the start. 

Although we did not make it through to the final rounds of the 
competitions, it gave us a good opportunity to experience the 
level we aspire to. As well as the ESFA competitions, this year 
we have also taken part in many DDCT city tournaments and 
festivals. The DCCT events give schools across the city chance 
to play each other in a round-robin style competition. We were 
able to field teams across all year groups and found these 
competitions to be beneficial for our teams. They were able to 
develop skills and increase their confidence and it was brilliant for 
DHS to come away with some winning scores. 

As well as the organised competitions, we also took part in 
friendly games against other local independent schools, such as 
Repton, Twycross House School, Lichfield Cathedral School and 
King’s High School.   
 
Miss Stirland  

We’ve had a very successful netball season this year which 
concluded with the City Tournament in May. 

We were thrown straight in, with a challenging game against 
Littleover Community School, the host school and came out at 
half time with a 1 goal lead which we were determined to keep. 
All of our players stepped up in the second half as we found our 
rhythm: conceding 0 goals and scoring another three, leaving the 
final score as 6-2! Up next were Chapel, Ecclesbourne School and 
Trent College, which we won 12-2, 13-2 and 12-2 respectively. 
This showed how our training and practice were paying off as we 
maintained a high-speed of play with low error rates. Winning 
our first four games guaranteed us a position in the semi-finals 
against a team we had not yet played- Lady Manners. We needed 
to win if we wanted to make it through to the finals and… we did, 
leading us into another face-off with Trent. Battling it out for 1st 
place, it was obvious that Trent College wanted this just as much 
as we did. 

Trent College had stepped up their game from when we had last 
played them earlier in the tournament but so did we: managing 
to bring back the trophy after winning that match 13-3! The 
tournament was lots of fun and our whole team enjoyed having 
the opportunity to play netball together for the afternoon. We 
can’t wait to see what happens next year… 

Poppy, Year 10
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ROUNDERS
SENIOR

SPORTS DAY
SENIOR

The Summer Term brings us the striking and fielding sport of 
Rounders; a true favourite! At Derby High School, teams have 
been represented at the Derby City Rounders tournaments 
for most year groups, with great successes including the U12s 
finishing in 3rd in their first ever tournament, and the U14s and 
U15s being crowned City Champions! 

The U15s also progressed on to the County Tournament, which 
was a fantastic achievement, and they should be very proud 
of their efforts. There were also friendly fixtures against other 
schools including Abbotsholme and Twycross, to name a few, 
which were closely contested and a great opportunity for a 
number of students to play in some of their first fixtures for the 
school.   

To conclude, the ‘piece de resistance’ of the sporting House 
calendar is the closely fought, gripping and nail-biting event that 
is House Rounders! This year, each house was represented by 
a junior and a senior team to play in a round robin against the 3 
other houses. There were some big hits and some fast fielding 
but there could only be one winner. Finishing in 4th place was St 
Andrew with 11 points, 3rd place was St George with 12 points, 
2nd place St Patrick with 16 points and with 28 points, St David 
took the lead to win the House Rounders Trophy.   
 
Miss Allum  

On Friday the 24th June 2022 our annual Sports Day 
was held on the sports field which many parents 
attended. It was a fantastic day to display the sport 
abilities at Derby High School. The day prior, Thursday 
23rd June, high jump was held on the field at lunch 
where the record was almost beaten by Millie (Year 10).  
 
On the actual day, we participated in all field and track 
events, afterwards House Rounders commenced. In 
between the events of the day a very necessary ice 
lolly was enjoyed! All day various activities occurred, 
meaning there was always someone competing. 
Traditional field events occurred as track events 
happened. Dr Mathews’ entertaining commentary ran 
throughout the day. Students, staff and parents were 
entertained with quizes about the teachers, music and 
humorous stories.  
 
A special congratulations to St.David who were the 
overall winners of the day, but never the less, all houses 
should be extremely proud of their efforts  
and accomplishments.  

Congratulations to everyone who participated 
in the day and competed in whichever event. 
We hope you enjoyed getting involved in the 
team spirit and supporting your fellow house 
members. The day is not only about the place 
in which you come, it is about support and 
uplifting each other. We are glad to say positivity 
flooded the field, with words of encouragement, 
alongside the many flags and banners.  
 
A very important thank you from all the 
students to all the staff who help arrange the 
day. Thank you for making it so special and 
lovely.  
 
Ella and Darcy, Year 12 
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The Duke of Edinburgh Award provides 
a balanced programme of activities 
that develops the whole person – mind, 
body, and soul, helping emotionally and 
physically – in an environment of social 
interaction and team working. We believe 
the award provides students with the 
skills, experience, and confidence to 
successfully navigate adult life. Taking 
part builds confidence and develops 
self-esteem. It requires persistence, 
commitment and has a lasting impact 
on the attitudes and outlook of all young 
people who do their Duke of Edinburgh 
Award. The award is held in high 
esteem by universities and employers. 

Students’ progress through three levels 
of the Duke of Edinburgh Award to 
achieve a Bronze, Silver, or Gold Award 
by completing a personal programme of 
activities in four sections – volunteering 
(unpaid service to individuals or the 
community), physical (improving in 
an area of sport, dance, or fitness), 
skills (developing practical and social skills 
and personal interests) and expedition 

(planning, training for and completion 
of an adventurous journey in the UK). At 
Silver and Bronze expeditions we use our 
wonderful local Peak District countryside 
with our Gold Expeditions completing 
the Three Peaks Challenge in Yorkshire. 
Gold award participants also undertake 
an individual residential activity of their 
choice.  

This academic year we are pleased to 
see so many of our students taking up 
the challenge with over 80% of Year 10 
students starting their Bronze award, 31 
Year 11 students moving onto Silver and 
a record intake of 21 Gold award entrants 
in Year 12. We are always amazed at the 
range of activities that our students 

DUKE OF EDINBURGH
AWARD SCHEME

Derby High School is a Licensed Centre for the Duke of Edinburgh 
Award. We are proud of our success and the achievements of the 
students who are assisted by a team of qualified and experienced staff 
who are there to support and guide them. 

Sixth Form
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who have completed DofE...

I have thoroughly enjoyed every 
moment of my DofE experience this 
year, however my favourite part had 
to be the expeditions. Whether it be 
sunshine or torrential rain, we always 
found something to laugh about. There 
are no words to describe that feeling of 
pure joy and relief when you can see the 
checkpoint up ahead after much debating 
over the map! There were definitely ups 
and downs but, with my team by my side, 
it was an expedition I will never forget, 
testing our teamwork and perseverance 
to their limits and creating memories we 
will all share for a lifetime.  

Bea, Year 10 

The Duke of Edinburgh expedition was 
far out of my comfort zone which is why 
I’m so pleased and proud of myself that 
I completed it successfully. Not only did 
the experience provide me with a very 
particular set of useful skills but also with 
a sense of undeniable achievement.  

Emmie, Year 10 

I loved all sections of DofE however my 
favourite was the expedition as we were 
challenged as a team whilst having lots 
of jokes and fun together, and creating 
unforgettable memories!” 

Gabriella, Year 13

“

“

“

choose as part of their award, volunteering in the 
community, from fundraising, event organizing, 
helping in charity shops, environmental work and 
coaching younger students. The physical and 
skills activities include learning new, or building on 
existing skills, students can do this through school 
clubs or with outside organisations including 
sports activities, dance and fitness, creative arts, 
music, life skills and performing arts, plus many 
more. 

Through our expedition sections we aim to inspire 
young people to develop their initiative and achieve 
a sense of adventure and discovery, by completing 
a journey as part of a team from which they all 
benefit. 

Mrs Peake 

Year 10

Year 10
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Senior 
GENIUS HOUR

“Even though I failed at almost every piece of 
this project, I feel like I still learned more in the 
past month than in almost any other time during 
school.” 

This year marked the beginning of Genius Hour, a 
double a week set aside for all members of Year 10 to 
learn anything they choose. Yes, anything! 

This timetabled opportunity for student-centred 
projects has enabled Derby High pupils to grow their 
capacity for independent learning. The research has 
been driven by the students’ own interests and they 
have chosen some fascinating subjects this year. 

We’ve seen a podcast on neuroscience, a talk on 
Henrietta Lacks and whether science should right 
an ethical wrong, a cookery book for a healthy 
lifestyle and a healthy planet, dance lessons for our 
Primary children, and much more. We’ve been so 
impressed by the groups for their persistence and 
hard work crafting their projects. They deserve many 
congratulations. Well done Year 10!! 

Mrs Bower-Gormley and Mrs Saunders 
 
My advice for prospective Genius Hour pupils.  

Genius hour consists of a few different steps. It starts 
out with planning what you want to do your project 
on. Then you move to the research step where you 
learn how to use resources effectively. After that, you 
get to spend lesson time just creating your project. 
At the end of the 8 months, you get the opportunity 
to learn about what everyone else did by presenting 
your projects. Although it may sound daunting: I 

promise you it isn’t.  I found the whole process highly 
enjoyable, but creating my project was the highlight 
for me. I spent the lesson time doing something I 
really enjoyed: writing stories and making picture 
boards. My Genius Hour project is a series of eight 
short stories and picture boards called Tales for 
Hopeless Romantics. 
 
If I could redo my project, I would do things slightly 
differently. To start off with I would decide what 
I wanted to do at the start of the year. I actually 
changed my topic in January, so I did a project on 
forensic science for three months before I swapped 
to Romance writing. I would also manage my time 
better, I get distracted pretty easily so my time 
wasn’t used the most effectively sometimes! But, 
for me, Genius Hour was a time that I could learn 
what worked for me and feel relaxed about making 
mistakes. 

Genius Hour helped me learn what I was good at 
and gave me the time to reflect on my areas for 
improvement. Before my project, I always thought 
I loved reading and that writing was simply not my 
thing. Genius Hour made me realise that I really enjoy 
writing. 

These lessons have been brilliant for me because 
they gave me a time where I can just spend time 
doing something I love. You can learn about 
something that you are considering doing as a career, 
you can learn something new: Genius Hour is just 
meant to be fun. If you do your project on something 
you enjoy, it definitely will be! 

Maddie, Year 10
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Following on from the roaring success of Astro Club in 
2021 during lockdown, we finally got to meet in person 
for a full run of Astro Club. 
 
Things kicked off in October with World Space Week, 
which allowed all students to dabble and explore the 
topic of Space through a variety of activities including 
displays in the library and a form quiz. We were also 
delighted to have Professor Amaury Triaud, a professor 
in Exoplanetology at Birmingham University, give a talk 
on how planets with sizes and temperatures similar to 
Earth (that orbit small stars) in our own galaxy might 
support life.  
 
Astro Club then resumed properly in the winter term. 
We were so fortunate to continue to attract so many 
eminent members of the astrophysics and astronomy 
community were giving of their time yet again, aided by 
the convenience that meeting virtually allows. During 
the course of the term we were treated to two talks 
on supernovae and the possibility of alien life by firm 
favourite Dr Susan Cartwright from Sheffield University. 

We also enjoyed an engaging presentation by Dr Matt 
Bothwell from Cambridge University, author of “The 
Invisible Universe” (now available in the school library) 
as well as the return of Dan Pye, Director of Astronomy 
and Science Communication at Kielder University, who 
is always a compelling speaker; unsurprising given his 
other job as a voice actor! See if you can listen out for his 
Geordie lilt in store in Asda... 

Senior 
ASTRO CLUB 

Threaded through all of this, Dr 
Bhattacharyya and Mr Dodson filled in the 
gaps with talks on the International Space 
Station, the James Webb Space Telescope, 
as well as having another go at processing 
astrophotography images. We were also 
delighted that Kitty, Year 9, was willing to 
speak to the group on the subject of our next 
nearest galaxy, Andromeda, outlining some 
facts about it and why she finds it such a 
fascinating thing to follow. 

 In addition, in March 15 astro club members 
from all year groups spent a memorable and 
fun evening in Nottingham seeing the famous 
British astronaut, Tim Peake, talk very 
eloquently about how his career progressed 
from the army to being selected to train 
as an astronaut and travel to work on the 
International Space Station in 2015.  
 
Overall we were again so proud of how our 
students engaged with all the sessions, and 
asked such ranging questions. Our speakers 
always enjoy being put on the spot by a left 
field enquiry, and they weren’t disappointed! 
Here’s to another great year next year; in the 
meantime, “clear skies!” 

Virtual Planetarium talk by Dr Megan Argo, Senior Lecturer in 
Astrophysics at the University of Central Lancashire on 19th 
January 2022
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CHARITY
DERBY HIGH SCHOOL

We were so grateful to Derby High parents 
and families for all the Harvest donations. 
As always, the incredibly generous gifts 
meant that the Wessex Hall was piled high 
with groceries and toiletries to help those in 
need. It meant that we could make a really big 
contribution to both Derby City Mission and 
the Padley Centre, who do so much to help 
those in need across Derby. 

Children in Need saw us dressing up once 
again, with fancy dress across the school and 
lots of amazing outfits. 

We also supported children in the Derby 
area through our collection of toys and 
goodies for Derby City Mission’s Christmas 
Connection project and our Easter Egg 
collection for Food4Thought. Some of us had 
the opportunity to take our Christmas gifts 
to Derby City Mission and see all they had 
collected, which was amazing! 

We were so pleased to be able to have whole school events 
this year and be able to do our bit for those in need. 
Back in September, we raised money for children affected by genetic disorders, wearing denim for our annual 
Jeans for Genes day and we had a special cake break across the school to support the work of Macmillan 
Cancer Support.  

Fancy dress for Children In Need
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In Primary, we had a rainbow-themed day for 
Rainbows Hospice. We were inspired by an assembly 
to learn more about their work and to raise loads 
of money for their work with children, including a 
cricket match and a dance-a-thon . Seniors raised 
money for the British Heart Foundation, which was 
the Year 13 chosen charity this year. 

In the Summer Term, we had another non-uniform 
day, with Primary celebrating the importance of 
being ourselves and raising money for the NSPCC. 
The Senior School marked Pride month for the first 
time and raised money for AKT, a charity supporting 
LGBTQ+ young people facing homelessness. 

Thank you for all the ways you’ve supported our 
charity work this year!  “ “

Jeans for Genes 

Jeans for Genes 

Our rainbow themed day to raise funds for Rainbows Hospice

Children In Need Fancy Dress

Primary Charity Prefects; 
Autumn Term, Charlotte & Aoibh  

Spring Term, Emily & Amriya 
Summer Term, Jia & Pippy  

Senior Charity Prefects; 
Nirusiha and Sienna
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