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A message from 
Our Head

“I hope you enjoy reading this year’s 
copy of Highlights, which showcases 
the many fantastic opportunities, 
activities and successes Derby High 
students have enjoyed over the 
2020-21 academic year. 

I am truly in awe of the superb accomplishments of each and 
every one of our pupils - from our 3 year olds in pre-school right 
through to our departing Year 13.

Our teachers have continued to impress this past year, inspiring 
confidence, caring deeply and encouraging curiosity; whether 
stretching academic high-flyers to even greater heights, or 
supporting pupils to achieve things they never thought possible, 
each is an expert at helping every student to reach their potential. 
I have witnessed many examples throughout the year where 
they have focused on each pupil personally, embracing their 
aspirations, offering support and advice and helping them to rise 
to any challenge. 

Our pupils have taken everything in their stride this year; they 
have stayed positive, inquisitive and engaged even when learning 
went online, displaying tremendous resilience and adaptability, 
supporting each other along the way. 

This copy of Highlights reflects the strength of our school 
community during what will be looked back on as an incredibly 
unusual academic year. Derby High has come through it with  
flying colours!

Amy Chapman 
Head 

With thanks to….

All the students and staff for their contributions 
Edited by: Rachael Cotton 
Front and back cover photography by: Alethea Simpson 
Designed by: Paul Simpson Design 
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 HOUSE REPORT 
St Andrew

We recently had Sports Day, which was an incredible 
day for everyone. Despite our fourth place, it was 
great to see so many step up and rise to the challenge. 
Furthermore, the supportive atmosphere and smiles 
all round really was fantastic to see. 

House events still ran through the lockdowns, with 
special twists thanks to a lot of imagination from the 
House Captains. A personal highlight was definitely 
House Dance, which saw us all dancing to One 
Direction with sunglasses in our living rooms, leading 
us to third place. Thank you to Lucy and her deputies 
for their amazing editing and organisation.

Whilst all learning was online, the “Derby High Walk to 
Paris then Rome” enabled us to get out of the house, 
where distances were virtually collected and added. 
It was a really fun event, with many choosing to run, 
cycle or walk, and even climb flights of stairs at home! 

House Music took place virtually and it was great to 
see so many talented musicians, which was reflected 
in our second place, which again was very close! A 
special mention to Esther who won Intermediate 
Musician of the Year, and to Bethan, who received a 
special commendation from the adjudicator. 

Although it’s been a very unusual year for all, this hasn’t stopped St Andrew 
having a great year. As normality starts to kick back in, we are all very eager to  
get back into house events after summer, led by Lauren, Angela and myself.

House Hockey was ran as a skills competition; seeing how many 
passes and keepie uppies could be done in one minute. It was 
fantastic to see so many participants and people having a go! 
Similarly, House Netball was ran as a shooting competition, which 
had an amazing outcome. 

Thank you to Lucy, Lydia and Purvi for what has been an 
incredible year for St Andrew, we hope to continue with 
the success from September. 

Lucy - Year 12,  St Andrew House Captain 

“ “
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 HOUSE REPORT 
St David

The past year required enormous creativity from the 
previous House Captain, in introducing new formats 
to the traditional house events; whole school events 
turned into house competitions within each year 
group and the more large scale house events turned 
digital. There’s no doubt that Caitlin, Hope and 
Eliza’s impressive management of the house, as it 
leaned to a more virtual format, aided and inspired 
the community of St David as it navigated the online 
world of house events and competitions. 

The year began with the Shooter’s Cup, a heavily 
fought after award, with the most skilled shooter 
of each year being selected as the winner - this 
included Mysha in L6 for St David. Later on in the 
year was House Hockey, taking a similar format to 
the Shooter’s Cup, this saw year groups competing 
against each other in a skill-based competition.

The past academic year proved successful for St David; sustaining the house 
spirit and sense of unity and community despite the various restrictions in 
place and alterations made to the House System.

After the Christmas holidays, the presence of another 
lockdown didn’t stop the annual house dance, with St David 
performing a rendition of Katy Perry’s ‘Hot n Cold’. Also, 
the heavily competitive house music saw the diverse array 
of St David’s musical talent. As well as this, the “DHS goes 
the distance” witnessed St David being the house with the 
most contributions as they walked to Rome, albeit virtually! 

The year concluded with Sports Day and the house 
cheering each other on whilst witnessing the triumph of St 
David as we took the win - easily the highlight of the year. 

Continuing the role of St David House Captain alongside my deputies, 
Malyeka and Zainab, is something that I’m looking forward to as we 
continue to cheer the house on next year. 

Hannah - Year 12, St David House Captain 

“ “
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 HOUSE REPORT 
St George

As we all know, unlike last year, this academic year 
has been very different to previous years. It would 
force us to keep in bubbles of year groups instead 
of mixing across the ages by being in one house, as 
we normally are. Beloved house events, like House 
Challenge and House Debating would be put aside 
for the time being. It wouldn’t look too good for St. 
George …  would it?

We love our sport and I’m pleased to report that we 
ran fast enough and were able to shoot ourselves 
into the commendable position of 2nd place in both 
House Hockey and the Shooter’s Cup. In the latter, 
much timetabling and use of the Sports Hall ensured 
each year group could gather in bubbles and throw 
a ball towards victory (or in this case, into a net) as 
many times as they could. 

In terms of the virtual events, they also had the task 
of picking a song, selecting particular members 
to dance particular sections, and finally editing to 
perfection, the brand new music video for House 
Dance 2021. 

St George’s efforts this year, bolstered by House Captain Tom, and 
Deputies Ella and Ben, have been noteworthy for such a can-do attitude! 

A huge thank you again to Tom, Ben and 
Ella for creating the same passion for St 
George and leading the iconic house this 
year, in a rather new manner. 

Fortunately, next year Gopika, Natalie 
and myself might be able to lead in 
the usual way, which will involve: 
collaboration, dedication and winning 
events once again!

Joyce - Year 12, St George, Deputy House Captain

House Music, as always, was also a hotly contested affair, 
which involved several hardworking participants from our 
house, and resulted in three highly commended awards. 

Both of these events have featured some undoubtedly 
talented individuals, as well as those who’d happily decided to 
try something new from the safety of home. 

We really appreciate it! Unfortunately, in both of these events 
we had to cede our titles to St Patrick – a worthy contestant, 
of course- and remember once and for all that St George’s 
fortitude lies in the physical presence of multiple year groups, 
and the indomitable spirit within. 

“

“
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 HOUSE REPORT 
St Patrick

This year, we danced along to “September” by 
Earth, Wind and Fire in the style of Just Dance. Katie 
(our former house captain) then edited all the clips 
together to produce the final video. The effort that 
each person put into the dance was phenomenal and 
definitely impressed the judges enough to award us 
first place! 

The innovation from the House Captains and Sports 
Captain to adapt previous house events and create 
new ones was greatly received from the lower 
school; with St Patrick covering the most distance 
for the Derby High 5k.

Another house event during lockdown was House 
Music. It was clear to see that everyone in the house 
had a desire to win from the high standard of entries 
presented to the judges. It was also lovely to see the 
team spirit as some people picked up an instrument 
for the first time to earn points for the house. Of 
course, this all paid off as St Patrick was awarded 
first place.

The last event of the year was the much-anticipated 
Sports Day. It was great to be able to participate and 
celebrate together as a school. The cheering and 
support from the side of the track and field events 
motivated those participating, but also created a 
positive atmosphere. Whilst we did not win Sports 
Day, the enthusiasm and support that everyone 
provided on the day was possibly more rewarding.

A massive thank you to former House Captain Katie 
and her deputies Grace and Maisie for leading the 
house with such strength and determination during 
this challenging year. Their hard work is evident 
through all of St Patrick’s success during the past 
year. Also, a massive well done to everyone in St 
Patrick for their continued efforts, you should all be 
proud of yourselves as all of these wins are because 
of your contributions. 

2020-2021 has been a very successful year for St Patrick. Highlights of the year 
have been securing many well-deserved wins. Members of St Patrick showed 
great “attitude” and enthusiasm when taking part in events such as house dance 
at home. 

I am delighted to be leading such an enthusiastic house for the 
next academic year. I am already beyond proud of how committed 
each member is and can’t wait to continue the winning streak.

Gabriella - Year 12, St Patrick House Captain 

“ “



PRIMARY  |  HIGHLIGHTS 13

With Thinking for Learning skills in mind, the 
children and staff in Primary have shown incredible 
persistence when facing adversity, disappointment, 
or frustration. They have found creative ways 
of working that have provided opportunities for 
everyone to enjoy learning and enabled the children 
to continue to develop academically and personally. 
Everyone has played a part in the journey. The class 
teachers and teaching assistants who created 
inspiring learning opportunities, the specialist 
staff who adapted their approaches to abide by 
restrictions whilst enthusing the children, and the 
support staff who ensured the environment was 
safe, clean, accessible, and picturesque. There is 
a real sense of pride in all that has been achieved 
collectively and collaboratively across all areas of the 
school.

We returned to school in September conscious 
that reconnecting as a community would be key, 
and the wonderful text, “Here we are!” by Oliver 
Jeffers provided a whole-school initial topic focus. 
Throughout the year and, particularly, when we 
returned in March, themes such as self-belief, 
connectedness and hope were explored and 
provided the basis for the children to understand 
their feelings in such a unique situation. The 
consistently high level of pastoral care shown, 
provided the platform for personal and academic 
development.

We were unable to follow the usual rhythm 
throughout the year and many events had to be 
adapted or replanned, but, where restrictions 
allowed, sports players still competed in fixtures, 
musicians joined together to perform (online 
through the music challenges and in person when 
we returned), historians revelled in topic theme 
days, kinaesthetic learners immersed themselves in 
practical science investigations and creative thinkers 
undertook large scale art and design technology 
projects. What we could not share in person with 

our wider community, we recorded and shared 
virtually, be that through class assemblies, school 
services and productions, or the wonderful Festival 
of Learning. 

We have also captured much of the amazing story 
of the year within these pages. There have been so 
many ‘Wow!’ moments, which I hope the children, 
staff and families will remember with fondness.

Thank you to the children for their hard work, 
enthusiasm, and desire to be the best they can be. 
They never complained about what they could not 
have, or what they missed out on. Instead, they 
accepted the things they could not change and 
made the most of every opportunity that came their 
way. Wow, what a year!

Thank you to everyone who helped shape the 
children in readiness for the next stage in their 
development. 

Mr Jeremy Harper, Head of Primary
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It has been memorable, but not necessarily for the reasons we would have 
expected: social distancing, year group bubbles, national lockdowns, and remote 
learning, to name but a few. It has certainly tested our resolve! 

To quote the Year 6 summer production
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The staff in our pre-school class, 
the Wrens, have been so impressed 
with the children’s attitudes. 
Their resilience, determination, 
perseverance and enthusiasm has 
been amazing to see. 

They have experienced lots of exciting things and 
had a lot of fun along the way. The Autumn Term 
saw them celebrate ‘Superhero Day’ by dressing 
up and showing off their super moves, as well as a 
fantastic (and very cute) Nativity performance at 
Christmas. 

The New Year brought new challenges and we 
have loved watching each child flourish; through 
baking, sport, reading and many other pursuits. 
The children loved our ‘Let’s Grow’ topic. They 
created their own pre-school garden as well as 
making a very delicious fruit salad! During this topic 
they also watched tadpoles develop into frogs and 
caterpillars morph into butterflies! 

In the final half term we have enjoyed learning 
about ‘People Who Help Us’; we had a very 
special, visit from a local GP as well as learning all 
about firefighters. The children impressed with 
their amazing singing and dancing in the Primary 
Summer Concert, making all of the grown-ups 
beam with pride! We have been very busy and the 
children should be rightly proud of themselves!

Miss Holmes

Another highlight was making bird feeders and taking 
them to the field to hang on the trees for the birds to 
eat. The children were thrilled to check a week later and 
discover that they had all been eaten. The end of the year 
was rounded off with a superb performance of Handa’s 
Surprise. The children took on different roles, including 
animals and characters from the story, wowing us with 
their loud voices and super acting skills. 

We’re sure that the parents enjoyed the trip back down 
memory lane, practising the words to “Cauliflowers 
Fluffy” and will not forget the words in a hurry.

Mrs Foster and Miss Hyland 

PRE SCHOOL 
PRIMARY

RECEPTION 
PRIMARY

Our Reception children have amazed us 
with their determination and enthusiasm.
We have had the most amazing year, with highlights being; our Farmer day, 
where the children dressed up as farmers and took part in lots of different 
creative activities, including making chocolate nest cakes. The children delighted 
in dressing up as superheroes on ‘Superhero Day’ and loved making lollipop 
superhero puppets of themselves, as well as practising their superhero moves 
and pose. 
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The children compared school life, now and in the 
past, and were horrified to hear how strict some 
of Mrs Cooke’s teachers were and the disgusting 
dinners that Mrs Dowell and Mrs Youngman had to eat. 

Suddenly, online learning became the “norm” 
for most of the Spring Term; the children were 
incredible! They were able to navigate their way 
around different Microsoft Teams lessons and share 
what they had learned about different options and 
shortcuts that they had discovered. The topic for 
the Spring Term was London. The children found  

out about famous London landmarks, learned about 
the Royal family and discovered the catastrophic 
event that occurred in the year 1666. Battles, balls 
and banquets were the highlight of the summer 
term; the children had the most amazing medieval 
day with everyone dressed in costume; Queen Earp 
led the circle dance and Chef Redpath supervised 
the soup making. The children made their own 
model castles and they used their computer 
programming skills to guard the castle and 
participate in knights’ training.

Mrs Dowell and Mrs Youngman 

The year got off to a fun, action-packed start 
when a special surprise of ladybird eggs arrived 
in our classroom. The children observed closely 
how ladybirds begin as eggs, turn into larvae, form 
a pupa and then go through metamorphism to 
emerge as ladybirds. 

All of the class were then incredibly excited to 
release the ladybirds, which we had nurtured for five 
weeks, onto the school field. 

In the Summer Term, the children engaged in an 
exciting new topic about engineering. They took 
part in six weekly engineering tasks where they 
went through a process of planning, designing 
and making. They engineered many things such 
as; bridges, boats and egg containers. This topic 
created a real buzz in Year 2 with the children super 
excited to find out what each week had in store for 
them.

Our year ended with the children creating an 
amazing assembly on ‘Plants’ that contained many 
radiant flowers and two jealous bees who really 
couldn’t mind their own ‘buzzzziness’! The children 
absolutely loved performing their assembly which 
had a great rendition of ‘Flowers in the Window’ and 
a wonderfully performed dance to ‘Flowers’. 

We can’t forget to mention being the champions of 
all four ’Battle of the Bands’ on Times Tables Rock 
Stars this year. What an achievement Year 2! 
Year 2 have had a fantastic year with lots of exciting 
learning.

Mr Gould 

YEAR TWO 
PRIMARY

YEAR ONE 
PRIMARY

The Thrushes and Swallows have had a fantastic, 
fun-packed and inspiring year.
In the Autumn Term the children enjoyed learning the popular rhythmic story “We’re Going on a Bear 
Hunt”. They had great fun exploring the school grounds and were lucky enough to find an enormous bear 
hiding in the car park! They investigated the plants and animals that live in the local environment and had 
a go at identifying some of the seeds that they found. Wow, what an amazing year we had in Year Two.
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The children enjoyed developing their 
prepositional phrases and descriptive language in 
order to create a powerful “wanted” poster. 

The children’s practical approach to geography saw 
them diving under tables as an earthquake rippled 
through the classrooms. They thoroughly enjoyed 
their Extreme Earth topic, creating tsunamis and 
using DT skills to design and make a miniature model 
of a volcano. 

The children’s enthusiasm towards school life 
shone through during remote learning. Immersing 
themselves in the cross curricular Stone Age theme, 
Year 3 explored various artefacts to find out what 
life was like in the Stone Age. This enabled them to 
create Stone Age jewellery, complete a book study 
on Pebble in my Pocket and transition back into the 
classroom to become hunter gatherers. 

Upon returning to school, Year 3 amazed their 
audience with their rocking Stone Age assembly, 
filled with songs, dances and amazing acting skills! 
Their collaborative performance demonstrated 
their resilience through online learning and passion 
towards the topic.

Year 3’s final term was jam-packed with hands-
on practical activities, including the 30-days wild 
challenge in conjunction with the wildlife trust. 

The children took part in outdoor activities to make 
them more aware of nature and their surroundings. 
They have completed tasks such as, a bare foot walk, 
eating snacks out in the wild and taking a photo of 
something blue.  

We could not be prouder of the children in Year 3!

Mrs Cureton and Miss Shore

We then stepped back to Ancient Greece learning 
about mythical characters, in particular Daedulus 
and Icarus.  In science we tiptoed around the whole 
school investigating the sounds of the day. 

During December we really enjoyed learning about 
electricity and incorporating our own circuits into 
clay Christmas decorations. 

In the Spring Term we moved to our online learning, 
when Year 4 explored the magical world of Harry 
Potter. We delved into the wonders of Diagon Alley 
and mastering potions classes through the science 
of States of Matter. In the late spring, a journey 
through the UK and discovery of different aspects of 

geography helped us write city guides and discuss 
our local area. We also welcomed our class pets, five 
stick insects, as we investigated habitats in science. 

On returning to school our topic was the Roman 
Empire. The children enjoyed being reporters 
covering the story of Escape from Pompeii.  We may 
have been restricted with no trips this year but Year 
4 have interviewed Roman time travellers; actively 
explored the language associated with an erupting 
volcano and even debated the rules of law in ancient 
Greece.   

Throughout this year the children have laughed and 
smiled, enjoying our very active lessons.  They even 
smiled whilst investigating their own teeth and their 
digestive systems with a few grimaces for good 
measure! 

There has been so much to enjoy this year!

Dr Evans-Bolger and Mrs Hamilton 

YEAR FOUR 
PRIMARY

YEAR THREE
PRIMARY

Year Three got off to a fun-filled start dressing 
up for Roald Dahl day, leading to their book 
study on Fantastic Mr Fox. 

Year Four started the year with  
The Iron Man, working on creative 
writing and model making.  
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They battled the Vikings, ventured forth with 
Beowulf to defeat the gruesome Grendel and used 
their detective skills to unravel ancient mysteries. 

As both Viking and Space themes unravelled, artistic 
flair shone through in the form of intricate Celtic 
knots, serpent and dragon heads and 3-dimensional 
‘rocket-scapes’ in the style of Peter Thorpe.

After Christmas, cameras and microphones were 
switched on for lockdown learning. School may 
have been closed for most, but lessons continued 
online with both children and teachers successfully 
mastering ‘Teams Technology’….. the T4L skills 
of collaboration, resilience, persistence and 
curiosity were never more apparent! The notorious 
‘Highwayman’ galloped onto their screens leaving 
a trail of destruction, which was recorded by our 
intrepid reporters and used to inspire powerful 
poetry and dramatic imagery.

Straight after Easter, Year 5 travelled back in time, 
donning a new uniform and bringing a penny to be 
admitted to school. Children learnt the hard way 
that they should be seen and not heard during the 
vile Victorian school day experience. Canes at the 
ready, dunces’ caps on, backs up straight and gruel 
for lunch - what more could a Year 5 child want? 
Terrifying teachers tormented everyone tirelessly 
throughout the day, resulting in a new appreciation 
of how fortunate we are at Derby High School.

A year to remember and one truly enjoyed by all.

Mrs Coward and Mrs Trindell

Despite having to contend with year group bubbles 
and remote learning, Year 6 have shown great 
resilience to reach the end of the school year with 
many great memories.

On returning to school in the Spring Term, after 
weeks of remote learning, Year 6 were keen to 
extend their learning and renew their friendships. 
They have made the most of opportunities with 
persistence and positive attitudes. From mixing 
‘mocktails’ in maths, reading exciting books in 

English and visiting different countries (virtually, 
of course) in geography, the year hasn’t felt too 
unusual.

The Summer Term was full of highlights which 
included a World War 2 experience day. As part of the 
history topic the children dressed in costumes and 
used role play to develop empathy, finding out what 
it would have been like to be an evacuee.

An amazing outdoor adventure experience at the 
Hollowford Centre in Castleton was enjoyed by 
all, allowed everyone to take risks, go out of their 
comfort zone and build confidence. An evening 
‘Dinner and Disco’ to celebrate the end of their year 
meant that Year 6 were able to enjoy some incredible 
experiences with their friends and teachers. 

The grand finale of Year 6 was a musical production 
of ‘Wow, What a Year!’ which allowed the children to 
showcase their dramatic and musical talents. And 
we would all agree, ‘Wow! What a Year!’

Mr Horne and Mrs Swainston 

YEAR SIX
PRIMARY

YEAR FIVE
PRIMARY

September saw the launch of the new Year Five, flying into 
outer space, circling the solar system and working for NASA  
to save the astronauts in the International Space Station.  

For many reasons it was a 
memorable year for Year Six.



In the first half of the Summer 

Term, all classes learnt a song that 

was then recorded for our Primary 

Summer Concert. 
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Pupils relished attending music theory clubs to 
support their instrumental learning; Emphasis 
was placed on string playing by creating year 
group bubble ensembles and boomwhaker groups, 
rehearsed in bubbles.

Our assessment based instrumental project called 
‘Accelerando,’ enabled Year 3 pupils to try a wide 
range of orchestral instruments. Pupils then had 
lessons on the instrument that they showed most 
potential. It has been fabulous to hear the progress. 
Well done!

We were still able to celebrate Christmas with 
recordings sent to parents. Pre-School and 
Reception performed a fantastic nativity called 
“The First Christmas”. They impressed us with 
their singing, dancing and acting skills. Year 1 and 2 
performed ‘A miracle in town’, which was recorded in 
bubbles. They really did dazzle us with their musical 
talents. 

Each class in our Primary School learnt a song which 
was then recorded and used in our Carol Service. 
Pupils wowed us with their energy, enthusiasm, and 
superb singing.

The Primary Percussion challenge involved 
pupils creating their own drum kits out of 
kitchen equipment – pots, pans, spoons etc. 
and following specific rhythm patterns to 
‘Believer’ by Imagine Dragons. Everyone enjoyed 
participating in this challenge. 

It was so popular we then launched our Banjo 
Challenge, just as pupils returned to school. The 
children made their own banjos from cardboard, 
decorated them elaborately and then performed 
a specific rhythm pattern to the well known song 
‘Cotton Eye Joe’. 

We ended the Spring Term with our Easter Service. 
Thank you to our three small bubbles of singers 
in Years 3 to 6, who spent a week rehearsing and 
recording their songs. All sang so beautifully in this 
poignant, uplifting service.

MUSIC
PRIMARY

We completed a remarkably busy 
and diverse calendar of superb 
musical events, concluding with 
Year 6 performing a musical called 
“Wow! What a Year!” which 
summarises our musical year 
perfectly!

In the Autumn Term we ran a busy extra 

curriculum programme, focusing on 

activities and ensembles. 

Most of the Spring Term was spent with 

online lessons on Teams. We launched 

two exciting challenges for our Primary 

community which included pupils, 

parents, and staff.

 
The levels of effort that all pupils have put into 
their performances has been overwhelming. 

It has been wonderful to witness that, although 
we have worked with restrictions, it has truly 
pulled everyone together and we have so many 
fabulous recordings to look back on!

Mrs Cooke
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The Infants were really excited for Sports Day 
this year. They came to school dressed in their 
house colours and were ready and raring to go for a 
morning packed full of track and field events. 

Everyone participated, from our Pre-School class, to 
the Year 2 children… and what fantastic team players 
they all were! Our PE teachers had set up an exciting 
array of field events, ranging from long jump and 
agility games to the classic egg and spoon race. 

Each class participated in sprint and relay races 
too, wowing their teachers with their speed and 
team work. The children proudly took home a 
participation sticker chart and a certificate. 

Well done everyone!

Miss Holmes 

Sports Day was the best House 
Event of the year! 
The infants took part with events happening 
simultaneously all morning despite the drizzle rain. All 
that could be heard in the Junior building from the field 
was cheering and laughter as they ran through the finish 
line. It was clear to see that they had so much fun!

The Juniors had an amazing time as they were cheered 
on by their teammates. With everyone participating 
in both track and field events, the field was busy with 
activity and buzzing with excitement. We all enjoyed 
singing and dancing along to some favourite tunes 
between events. St David, St Andrew, St George and St 
Patrick gave their best shot in all of the sporting events. 
Although it was St Patrick that came out on top, all the 
houses should feel very proud of themselves. 

By Emily-Rose and Natalie, Year 6

SPORT
PRIMARY

JUNIOR Sports Day
Infant Sports Day
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Parents, governors, students and staff will 
all have seen the incredible array of student 
achievement showcased in our (virtual) Festival 
of Learning at the end of the Summer Term, 
and you will find a similarly impressive selection 
in the following pages of Highlights. 

Our celebrations are not about test results 
or academic attainment, but about personal 
achievement: effort invested; knowledge 
and skills acquired; passions discovered and 
pursued; individual journeys and personal 
progress. 

Every day, I am amazed by the quality and 
variety of student achievement and by the 
myriad ways that success is demonstrated.  
I really hope that the snapshot contained here 
shows that success is not about comparing 
ourselves to anyone else, but about giving of 
our best, in the pursuit of our own interests and 
aspirations, and becoming the best version of 
our unique selves.

SENIOR Nothing holds 
back Derby High 
Students.
 

Miss Jordan, Deputy Head 
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ART & DESIGN

FINE ART
GCSE

FINE ART
A LEVEL

A A

B

C

D

B

C

A  Year 10 - Experimental 
Ink Studies

B   Lois, Year 11 
C   Hannah, Year 10
D   Ella, Year 11
E   Ellie, Year 10

A   Amy, Year 12
B   Charlotte, Year 12
C   James, Year 12 
D   Sora, Year 12

D

E
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GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION & THREE 
DIMENSIONAL STUDIES

A LEVEL

ART
LOWER SCHOOL

TEXTILE DESIGN
A LEVEL

PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION 2021

A

A

B

A B C

D E F

G H

B C

D E

A
B

A   Year 12, Laser Cut Experiments    
B   Charlotte, Year 12 

C   Year 12 Constructivist Sculpture    
D   Charlotte, Year 12 

A   Year 8, Mapping Project Paintings   
B   Zainab, Year 8

THEME: REFLECTION 
 
Three Categories: 
Kay Stage 3, Key Stage 4 & 5 and 
staff. Well done to everyone who 
took part! 

A  KS3 Winner, Alyna, Year 7

B  KS3 Highly Commended,  
Uchechi, Year 7

C  KS4 Winner, Eleanor, Year 10 

D  KS5 Highly Commended, Sora, 
Year 12 

E  Staff Winner, Mr Gallagher 

F  KS5 Winner, Emily, Year 13

G  Staff Highly Commended, Mr Lee

H  KS4 Highly Commended, Elspeth, 
Year 10 

D

C

A   Emily, Year 13 
B   Hannah, Year 12
C   Hannah, Year 12
D   Emily, Year 13
E   Sophie, Year 13
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DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY

What an interesting year it has been for the Design 
and Technology department at Derby High School. 

Teaching a practical subject during lockdown has 
certainly been a challenge, but the students have 
risen to it brilliantly! From modelling night lights in 
card, to baking a healthy snack bar and designing its 
packaging, they have worked incredibly hard.  

This year has also seen the department continue 
to invest in new technologies, with the purchase of 
three, 3-D printers. These have been put to good 
use already by Year 9, using them to create the base 
for a night light. 

Back in face-to-face lessons, Year 7 have been busy 
manufacturing personalised desk lamps using the 
laser cutter and learning all about a range of different 
materials and processes. Year 8 have done a fabulous 

job of designing and manufacturing a caddy, tackling 
CAD for the first time to design the handles. Year 10 
have been experimenting with electronic textiles 
and creating some amazing tables based on the 
Memphis design group and, of course, Year 11 
have been focused on designing and producing a 
prototype for their Non Exam Assessment. 

Finally, this year, our Sixth Form students have got 
underway with the design and manufacture of an 
electric car (designed and built from scratch!) We 
intend to race it as part of the Greenpower Formula 
24 challenge, so watch this space for more news on 
this exciting project! 

Mrs Ince 

It’s been an unusual yet exciting year for the drama 
department. Without our annual productions 
we have got to grips with doing our lessons in a 
different way. 

Key Stage 3 rose to the challenge admirably! We did 
some work on live theatre review after watching 
the National Theatre’s production of Peter Pan, and 
Year 7 and Year 8 had a go at design work related to 
the play. During our lessons, they created shadow 
puppets in shapes such as pirates and crocodiles. 
We also designed sets such as the Darling house, 
Mermaid Cove and the Lost Boys hideout. 

 
Devised Performances

The examination groups have dealt with the 
challenging circumstances this year with resilience 
and determination. Year 11 performed devised 
performances about the impact of a wolf whistle 
and an investigation into the fostering system, all 
prepared in spite of lockdown and isolations. They 
went on to perform some very moving and effective 
monologues for their scripted unit: from ‘A Doll’s 
House’ to ‘The Woman who Cooked Her Husband’. 
Year 10 performed an extraordinary piece inspired 
by the stimulus ‘restriction’ and investigated the 
impact of Adverse Childhood Experiences on family 
life.  

Year 12 performed an excellently chilling version 
of Caryl Churchill’s ‘Far Away’ as well as some 
monologues prepared during remote learning. I can’t 
wait to see the result of their initial devising this 
term when they perform in the autumn. We are so 
proud of everything the students have achieved this 
year! 

Mrs Bellman

Year 9 were missing their practical work, so they 
created some dynamic and exciting routines 
at home. Using the theatre practitioner Frantic 
Assembly, they developed their own ‘press the floor’ 
routines, which were a great basis for their devised 
performances when we all came back together in 
school. 

Key Stage 3 Drama classes also provided a wealth of 
material for our inaugural ‘Festival of Learning’. Year 
7 produced physical versions of the popular picture 
book ‘Where the Wild Things Are’, and there were 
some powerful pieces of devised theatre by U4, such 
as ‘The Puppet Show’ and ‘Time Flies’. 

Year 8 students were particularly brave, with 7 
students performing their own original monologues 
about their worst fears on the live stage section of 
the Festival of Learning.

Mrs Supran

DRAMA

Year 9 Night Lights 

Derby High Greenpower Team manufacturing 
an electric car.
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ENGLISH

WRITING
CREATIVE

CASTLE ON THE HILL 

The ocean beats against the shore, in a 
display of anger and malcontent. The 
storm that had descended upon the Castle 
seemed to scream with fury, as though 
projecting its wrath upon the Castle, 
displaying vexation with every bolt. 

Trees were ripped out of the ground, and 
a hurricane tore its way through the 
seaside. Truly, it seemed as the inhabitants 
of the castle had done an outrageous 
act, summoning anger from the Gods 
themselves. 

I would not have been surprised if this truly 
was the case. At any other place, one would 
fear for the state of the castle at the edge. 
They would be afraid for the tiny, small, 
helpless children that were at this very 
moment cowering in fear. Not here though. 
Not here, where all have abandoned hope. 
Not here, where the souls of the living are 
less welcome than those of spectres  Not 
here, where Magic lingers in the air. 

A few inhabitants of the grandiose castle 
shiver within. Some, not yet used to the 
horror, gaze upon the storm with scared 
eyes. Others, long used to the peculiarities 
and dangers of living in the dreaded place, 

T h e - s p a c e - a r o u n d - 
o u r - w o r d s
We are just two kids, standing
In the muffled light. Lamp posts, pebbles and magpies
veering towards us as we wander and count out our fate;
one for sorrow, two for joy...
I decide I don’t believe in those kinds of things.
No direction, a map of punctured paracetamol packets
and empty sweet wrappers
and unspoken words, in my pocket
scattered under the man-made sunlight.
‘Where are we going?’ you say.
Away.
Into the future and far from the past, skipping
cracks 
in the pavement, in case their black mouths gape wide and
swallow us. Swallow our feelings, those things we are
supposed to have.
I don’t know if grey concrete can carry
colours, but as we walk it seems to pulse and I think
I see stars. You plucked them from the sky for me
Perhaps they are headlights
or smiles.
It is hard to see your heart when the light fades,
If it is upside down.
Maybe that’s mine, maybe we are just mirrors for each other
frozen and in love.
In love with youth and passing time 
which seems to have silent footsteps, even as I see other people
wandering by.
Here we are
Following the constellations at our feet and the question
in the sky; why?
‘Why not’ you say, as I stand there and shiver in your hoodie
and you put your arms around me
and the cold square of night I can see between your fingers
Is so far
away.
Let’s make our hands into a telescope and you can
Frame the world for me?
Or you can hold me and I’ll try not to
Fall into space.
We would be like a drop in an ocean and
I wonder if those ripples will still be felt in a year,
ten years-
Conjecture creeps up on me so quietly you have to 
hold your breath to hear it
One moment I am wondering how I can ever escape
from those eyes and 
then

I have accidentally written you a poem.
Emily, Year 13

HORROR STORY
                                                                                                                            

The room was murky and bitter. 
There was a pungent, smoky smell 
that lingered in the air. The compact 
walls gave the room a suffocating 
feeling. 

The ceiling towered above me, as if 
I had fallen into a bottomless pit. As 
I walked into the distrustful room, 
I scanned the walls with my eyes. 
Painted across the walls were, what 
looked like, portraits of a family. I then 
realized that all of the illustrations 
were of the same five people: a woman, 
who looked to be the mother; a man, 
who looked to be the father, and three 
young children, who looked of similar 
ages, judging from their height. 

The woman was coated in silk and 
laces, but the most eye-catching feature 
was her crimson, velvet lips that 
expressed to me what type of lady she 
was, demanding. Standing next to her, 
was a man. He had his hands placed 
upon a wooden cane with a golden 
cap that had a glossy shine. Below the 
parents were three striking looking 
children. There was a young girl 
with pale, sandy hair, a boy who was 
standing with his chest bulging and 
his chin elevated to the sky and finally, 
there was a younger boy, who looked 
the youngest of them all. 

My eyes were first attracted to his 
apricot hair, that was brushed in front 
of his sapphire eyes.  From what I 
could see, on the left side of his face, 
he had a distinguished pop of colour in 
his cheeks, that were blanketed by his 
speckled freckles. 

As I pushed myself closer to the 
portraits, I noticed that the boy with 
the tanned hair was the only member 
of the family with his eyes not cut out. 
This made me feel uncomfortable but 
also slightly curious. 

Kitty, Year 8

In Antigua you have a range of private 

islands just for you. The soft, warm golden 

beaches and the turquoise seas are home 

to wildlife from corals to tortoises. 

We also have some non-inhabited places. The 

good thing about having your own stunning 

private island is the fact you can walk down the 

glowing beaches alone or with your family. You 

can even get away from your family in a place 

surrounded by colourful greenery.

Along with the abundance of sea life, we also 

have an abundance of bright birds. Everyday 

you’ll wake up to the sweet song of the birds. 

But of course you’ll be hungry! You can cook 

yourself, but why do it when it can be brought 

to you, warm. You have the choice to get a 

wonderful choice of foods every single day. 

Breakfast: either a crunchy bacon plate with 

gooey yolk of a fried egg along with buttery 

bread and dripping beans or cut up tropical 

fruits laced with honey and served immaculately 

to really get you in the Caribbean mood. 

Lunch: a light snack of healthy avocado or a 

soup of your choice. It’s a never ending menu!  

Dinner: kale and egg mousse served along with 

our drinks menu, or just tell us what you want 

and we’ll whip it up for you. Dessert: from cakes 

to scones, fruit salad or biscuits and more.

Tara, Year 7

look upon the storm with hopeful eyes. 
Hoping, that finally, one had sent this 
storm their way, a storm that would 
obliterate everything in its path and 
destroy all inside this haunted fort. 
Hoping, Hoping, Hoping. They would be 
disappointed. 

Advika, Year 8

A
N

TI
G

UA
 

H
O

LI
DA

Y 
A

DV
ER

T 

CORNER
POETRY



SENIOR  |  HIGHLIGHTS 37SENIOR  |  HIGHLIGHTS 37

DERBY HIGH SCHOOL   |  HIGHLIGHTS   |  2020 / 202136

HAPPENINGS
LIBRARY

BOARD GAMES
REVISION 

MACBETH
ENGLISH 

This year, things in the library have been a little 
different, we have had to adapt to the restrictions 
but this has given us the opportunity to try some 
new things.

The Year 7 Book Club being a new feature. Once 
a week during the lunchtime slot, we have been 
reading and discussing books as well as shadowing 
the Derbyshire Schools Book Award. 
“I like coming to book club because it helps me 
explore different types of genre that I wouldn’t 
normally read” Scout, Year 7

During reading week in the Autumn Term we had 
“Books@Breaktime”. This was a short and snappy 
chat-show style event, where we asked teachers 
to share their reading habits, favourite books and 
answer questions from the audience. This was a 
great chance for students to hear from the wider 
school community about what reading means to 
them and how they find time to fit it in!

The Summer Term saw us preparing a team from 
Year 8 for the National Reading Champions Quiz. 
This was a live virtual event, where our Year 8 team 
were up against 33 teams from across the region. 
They did really well and only missed out on a podium 
position by 5 points! Well done Zainab, Manroop, 
Zaynah and Lara.

The Year 8 Carnegie book awards event took place 
in June. We had a very lively quiz, lots of prizes and 
got to hear from the authors online as they accepted 
their awards during the live streamed event.

A big success of the year has been to create a new 
“late waiting” library team to work alongside our 
lunchtime librarians. These enthusiastic students 
have worked hard to keep the library tidy, worked on 
displays, student surveys and created a suggestions 
box. They are full of great ideas and are already 
planning lots of fun activities for next year! 

Mrs Huskisson

In the Summer Term, Year 10 designed their own 
board games to aid their revision of a text. A great 
inventive way to help prepare for their exams! 

I like coming to book 
club because it helps me 
explore different types 
of genre that I wouldn’t 
normally read.

Scout, Year 7

“

“

Our GCSE students study Macbeth for their English 
Literature qualification. Even whilst remote learning, 
we had fun creating radio plays, writing additional 
scenes and debating the use of Banquo’s ghost in 
Act 3 Scene 4. The students also created analytical 
powerpoints to share, looking closely at how 
Shakespeare created the characters through his use 
of language, dialogue and dramatic devices, as you 
can see in the example here.

Mrs Bellman

CORNER
POETRY

Prey-hunter,
Wave-stunter,

Pointy-triangle,
Colour-dull,

Sharp-knives,
End-lives!

Teeth-nipper,
Fish-gripper,

Body-ripper,
Tail-flipper

Hammer-head,
Causes-bloodshed,

Great-Whites,
Flesh-Bites,

Ocean-bouncer,
Great-pouncer!

A hearse rolled down the drive beneath grey skies
One bleak and unextraordinary day.
Stygian sheen: appearing as a guise
For some crude plague cart, rank with foul decay. 
Heads bowed low, standing several feet away
From other maskèd mourners on the scene;
Sobs burst forth notwithstanding the assay 
To stifle them with silence faux-serene. 
Would that we had listened with conscience keen,
Minded the repercussions of our greed,
Considered all the heartache there has been
Before excusing gluttony as need. 
Now we needs-must rally in empathy 
To ensure that we ne’er more see such tragedy.

Jessica, Year 12

Kenning Poem

Our Professor Regret,  
University of Universality. 

by Jessica, Year 7

The library has meant a lot 
because I made new friends 
and engaged with some library 
tasks. It has been so much 
fun! I really love the friendly 
community.

Uchechi, Year 9

“

“
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FOOD MFL
YEAR 10 Pen Pal Letters 

During this academic Year 
10 French students have 
exchanged letters with a French 
school in Trapes, near Paris. 

The students in both schools 
have had the opportunity to 
practice their reading and 
writing skills with native speakers. This project has been done 
for over 3 years and allowed our students to speak directly to 
French students via Skype. It was lovely to see how excited the 
students were when they received the letters.

Virtual Language trip

Instead of the MFL department having the 
usual annual trip abroad, Miss Kelliher’s Year 
8 class did a virtual trip to Munich and Berlin, 
where they were able to learn about some of 
the cultural and historical sights in these two 
amazing cities. 

There was something for everyone, from the 
Parliament building (Reichstag) in Berlin to the 
Allianz Football arena in Munich. 

The virtual tour also ensured that the students 
learned some new vocabulary as well as some 
history about Germany!

YEAR 8 Farmers’ Market

We recreated a market within 
the classroom. Students 
were able to buy and sell 
products using factice euros. 
Combien ça coûte? 

Spanish Pen Pal Project

Year 9 Spanish students have 
exchanged letters with our Spanish 
school exchange (Edelweiss 
school) in Valencia. The students 
in both schools have had the 
opportunity to practice their 
listening, reading, speaking and 
writing skills with native speakers. 
During the Easter holidays our 
students were writing the letters 
back to the Spanish students. 

This project has been done thanks 
to Maria, our first ever Spanish 
assistant. It was lovely to see how 
excited the students were when 
they received the letters.

PIZZA MAKING
YEAR 7

TWO COURSE MEAL
GCSE

WORLD FOOD PROJECT
YEAR 8

“ It was hard to remember 
all the ingredients but I 
learnt to make a dough and 
my pepperoni pizza was 
delicious ” 
 
Edward, Year 7

“ I enjoyed everything about 
the World Food Project 
because I like cooking food 
from my chosen country, 
Scotland ” 
 
Isla, Year 8

“ We’re really looking forward to planning our own two 
course meals because it’s fun to present the food and 
taste test the end results ” 
 
Aimee and Laura, Year 10

& NUTRITION
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MUSIC
Music has continued 
to thrive at Derby High 
School this year.  

With many performances recorded and live 
streamed, our musicians have adapted to playing 
and singing in year groups, choirs and ensembles.

Our students have produced some very impressive 
performances. In the Autumn Term we broadcast 
our Remembrance Service via YouTube and 
recorded our Christmas Carol Service for the whole 
school community to watch. Our very first Derby 
High Advent Calendar saw daily performances 
throughout December posted on Facebook and 
Twitter to celebrate the festive season. 

Opportunities to make music continued during 
home learning at the beginning of 2021, with our 
virtual instrumental ensemble and choir producing 
recordings of the Toreador’s Song and Feeling 
Good.  

It was fantastic to see so many students taking part 
in our virtual house music competition in February. 
We had over 80 entries. Students recorded their 
performances for our adjudicator, Elizabeth Jack to 
watch. 

CHRISTMAS

EASTER

Year 9 Choir, Christmas Carol Service   

Gabbi, Year 13, performing a solo 
in our Easter Service 

Year 12 Instrumental Ensemble, 
Christmas Carol Service 

Year 8 Instrumental Ensemble, 
Christmas Carol Service

Our Spring Term concluded with a wonderful 
Easter Service, recorded outside and in our 
recording studio in school, with a mixture of 
solo performances and instrumental duets.
 
The Summer Term concluded with our end of 
term service and first ever Festival of Learning. 
The festival celebrated all the exceptional work 
and achievements our students had done 
throughout the year. Our students rose to the 
challenge with an outstanding live performance 
which was streamed live. Our Festival of 
Learning included solos and ensembles, a fitting 
celebration for a fantastic year of music.    

Finally we must give congratulations to all the 
peripatetic staff and so many students who 
have taken individual music exams this year and 
achieved success!  We look forward to making 
more music together next year.

Mrs Lesley



SENIOR  |  HIGHLIGHTS 43

DERBY HIGH SCHOOL   |  HIGHLIGHTS   |  2020 / 202142

This year’s Senior House Music competition 
was slightly different!  Students recorded their 
performances at home during home learning in 
February. 

Videos were submitted to Mrs Lesley, Head of Senior 
Music, and were entered into the competition for 
adjudication by Mrs Jack.

There were over 80 entries and the overall winning 
house was St Patrick! Congratulations to all of our 
musicians for their brilliant performances.

The cup for the Intermediate Musician of the Year 
was awarded to Esther and the Senior Musician of the 
Year to Ben. Special Commendations were awarded to 
Bethan, Lucy and Alexandra.

Winners of the intermediate individual categories were 
Esther in piano, strings and vocal, Laila in brass, Emily 
in woodwind and Alexandra in composition. 

Highly commended intermediate awards went to 
George, Emma, Kitty, Sophia and Jessica.

HOUSE MUSIC
SENIOR

“ It was a real treat to listen to every single 
one of the engaging performances and 
compositions.  

“

Winners of senior individual categories 
were Bethan and Julia in piano, Bethan 
and Hannah in strings, Maisie in vocal, Ben 
in brass, Alice and Lucy in woodwind and 
Bethan and Ben in composition. 

Highly commended senior awards went to 
Rose, Fiona, Caitlin, Alexis, Holly, Eva and 
Aman.

It was a real treat to listen to every single 
one of the engaging performances and 
compositions.  Well done to all of our 
musicians! 

Mrs Lesley

House Captain for St Patrick, 
Katie, Year 13 

Senior Musician of the Year,  
Ben, Year 12

Intermediate Musician of the Year, 
Esther, Year 9 Mrs Jack, Adjudicator of House Music 2021 
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HUMANITIES

GEOGRAPHY
SENIOR

Although this year we were unable to conduct 
fieldwork in Geography off site, we were still able 
to complete fieldwork on both the conservation 
site and the field on school grounds, investigating 
infiltration rates and the flood risks that the 
school site poses. 

This investigation was conducted using measuring 
tubes hammered into the ground and filled with 
water. By timing how long it took for the water to 
flow through into the ground using a stopwatch, we 
were able to see the water capacity of the ground 
and therefore the potential flood risk. Due to the 
waterlogged conditions we really had to use our 
strength to hammer the tubes into the ground - 
which lead to Mr Gallagher encouraging us to tap 
into our pent-up frustrations in order to gain that 
strength. It could be said that the fieldwork also 
doubled as a therapy session - an unexpected 
upside of taking A Level Geography!

The skills we picked up from conducting this 
fieldwork included working together as a team 
to balance several elements of one method, 
improving our write-up and calculation skills as 
well as researching key ideas surrounding flood 
risk and infiltration rates. These skills translate well 
to my NEA, which is an independent investigation 
each A Level Geographer conducts into a topic 
of their choosing. Knowing how to research my 
topic in depth and write a convincing hypothesis 
and methodology as well as gaining experience in 
conducting fieldwork will allow all of us to complete 
our NEAs to the best of our ability. 

Hania, Year 12

Models of Tectonic Plate Margins

In Year 10 Geography, we have been studying 
tectonic hazards, where we have learnt about 
the structure and formation of volcanoes and the 
movement of tectonic plates.

To replicate the formation of a volcano at a 
construction plate boundary, we used Playdough. In 
pairs, we created volcanoes, with different colours 
used for the magma chamber, volcanic vent and 
rock inside each model. 

We even added arrows to show the divergent 
convection currents beneath Earth’s crust, that 
pull two plates apart at a constructive plate margin, 
creating an opening for magma to rise and cool 
forming shield volcanoes, like the Katla volcano in 
Iceland.  It took us 20 minutes and we had a lot of 
fun using the play dough! 

Tabitha, Year 10

In our Geography lesson, we went outside to 
different places on the school premises to see if 
our school has its own microclimates. 

We were put into groups of four and each held 
different apparatus to measure the wind and 
temperature. We decided on four different sites 
that we believed had different microclimates, 
putting our knowledge from previous lessons to the 
test. 

For example, we knew that dark surfaces warm up 
the most, shelter reduces the effect of wind and 
buildings can give off heat to their surroundings. 

We went to the four sites we had chosen and 
measured the temperature using a thermometer, 
a compass to know which way is north so we could 
then work out which way the wind was blowing and 
an anemometer to measure the strength of the 
wind. It was very exciting to do field work.

I really enjoyed this lesson as it was very interactive 
and educational. It was also very interesting to learn 
which places on the school premises were hot, cold 
windy or not so windy.

Ella, Year 8

Year 9 Geographers studied the story of how China 
has attempted to exercise population control. 

They designed posters in the style of propaganda 
from the 1980s, encouraging citizens to follow the 
‘One Child Policy’.

YEAR 8

YEAR 9

YEAR 10 A LEVEL FIELDWORK

Isabel, Year 9

Savannah, Year 9
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES
SENIOR

Much has been studied in 
RS this year; learning about 
the major world faiths and 
learning from this study is 
important in today’s society 
and helps young people 
understand the role of faith 
and religion in the lives of 
believers, leading to greater 
respect and tolerance. 

With this objective in mind, 
students have researched places 
of worship with virtual visits rather 
than our usual “real” school trips 
and have produced some excellent 
project work on festivals and 
pilgrimage. 

Year 9 students have also had 
the opportunity to explore 
philosophical arguments about 
the beginnings of the universe and 
arguments for the existence of 
God as well as taking part in moral 
discussions or debates. 

We are extremely proud of how our 
students have taken an interest 
in the topics studied and with the 
high standard of work achieved in 
both remote learning and face to 
face in school. Well done!

Mrs Driver

YEAR 8 YEAR 9 PROJECT WORKSHOWCASE
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HISTORY LOCKDOWN PROJECT
YEAR 9 

The challenge set was to research a topic of their own 
choice and interest. Finishing touches were made in the 
Summer Term and the work submitted was outstanding. 

Here’s an example of some of their work.  

Dr Mathews challenged Year 9 students with their 
history projects during lockdown. 

I already knew that one of my grandmas was alive 
near the end of World War Two, so I wanted to collect 
some further information of what times were like 
back then from her perspective. 

My other grandma told me all about her jobs growing up 
and her job as an adult. My grandma was a nurse, and so I 
looked into further detail about nursing. I also found out 
about my great-grandparents and what their jobs were 
as adults. I found out about my great-grandfather who 
fought in WW2 in India. From this part of the project, I 
learnt a lot about my family’s history and how much 
different life was like for my grandparents growing up. 

Kitty, Year 8

I wanted to say that I loved the fact that 
we traced back our family and learnt 
things we never knew about them. 

I was a little unsure about this project 
at the beginning because I wasn’t 
particularly interested in history, but 
I have found it fascinating. There has 
been, happy, funny, interesting and 
complete WOW moments in researching 
this and I think all of my family would 
agree too. This has been a really 
interesting project and I have really 
enjoyed doing it. 

Alfie Year 8

My Grandma came from Hertfordshire, 
which is where she met my grandad. 

Her father was a teacher and was a 
conscientious objector during the war 
(which was a very brave thing to do at 
the time). When my grandma grew up, 
she became a teacher, her daughter 
also became a teacher and when I am 
older I want to be a teacher too. Her 
entire career became teaching and she 
eventually moved to Holmes Chapel in 
Cheshire with my grandad. Whilst there 
she had a very famous student in her 
class-Harry Styles from One Direction. 

Hettie, Year 8

At the start of this project I hardly knew anything 
about my family’s history, but now I can tell stories 
and see the differences between the two sides of the 
family.  

It was really interesting to talk to my relatives and have 
detailed conversations that we had never talked about 
before. It was great to bring back the memories that 
they may have forgotten about but sad as they wish 
I had met all of these family members to share the 
special memories and moments. I am sure that there 
are many memories which they have forgotten about, 
but by talking together some of these were brought 
back to life.  

Ciernan, Year 8

In conclusion, I think that this project has helped me find out so many things about my family that I never 
would have known without this unusual time! Thank you for the amazing opportunity! 

Emily, Year 9

FAMILY TREE RESEARCH 
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SENIOR

CREST
Congratulations to four Year 10 students  for 
being awarded their Silver CREST award - a 
great accomplishment.  

As the students themselves say - Completing 
a Silver CREST Award has been an amazing 
opportunity. We were interested in the topic of 
memory and researched the question ‘To what 
extent is our memory reliable?’. The COVID-19 
pandemic made the project challenging, but 
we managed to do the majority of our work 
remotely. 

It has helped us to develop skills such as 
teamwork, time management and independence 
which we will carry with us for life.

In the launch they were able to virtually meet their 
industrial mentors and find out much more about 
what the scheme entails.  They were invited to find 
out about their personality with a view to identifying 
the best role for them within their team.  

Both groups had already chosen their project, with 
both choosing My School is an Island.  This project 
invites the group to consider the engineering 
challenges and solutions of having a self-sufficient 
school located on its own island.  

In the first meeting, with roles within the teams 
already decided, the groups got down to deciding 
where to locate their school and which engineering 
challenges they would address, with energy 

consumption and generation a key issue. The 
groups will had 20 hours to complete the project 
and compiled a report, presented their findings to 
a panel of judges and produced a model of their 
project. 

The aim of the competition is to encourage students to 
take a deeper look into some of the topics of Physics and 
in a way to challenge the brightest. We had a fantastic 
take up in Year 10 with 17 students participating. 

This is an annual competition organised by the 
British Physics Olympiad to stretch and challenge 
the best GCSE physics students in the country. 
We were very pleased that eight Year 11 students 
entered this year and went on to achieve some 
excellent results. 

The students were Alice (Silver), Darlina (Silver), 
Ella (Silver), Annabelle (Silver), Rose (Silver), 
Alexis (Silver), PeaceofGod (Bronze) and Gia 
(Bronze). 

Many congratulations!

Organised annually by the British Physics 
Olympiad, the Senior Physics Challenge is 
designed to challenge and inspire budding Year 12 
Physicists. We had three students enter this year 
and achieve some of our best results in recent 
years.

The students were Alex (Gold), Gopika (Silver) 
and Sora (Bronze). 

Very well done!

Industrial Cadets

Fourteen budding engineers from Year 9 embarked upon the 
Industrial Cadets: Bronze project (Formerly Go4SET) on Friday 
23rd April.

Junior Physics Challenge 2021 
The final competition organised by the British Physics Olympiad for 2021 
took place online for Year 10 students a couple of weeks before half term. 

Intermediate Physics Challenge 2021

Senior Physics Challenge 2021

The results were impressive and are as follows:
Gold: Kirthi. Silver: Megan, Kiera, Sowmya, Imogen, 
Madeleine, Diya, Lucy. Bronze: Tabitha, Chandni, 
Eleanor, Esme, Jasmine, Julia, Ruqayya, Alice, Elspeth. 
Many congratulations to them all for taking part in the 
competition in their own time and for their excellent 
achievements.

Congratulations Bethan, Alexis, Darlina and Alice.
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ASTRO CLUB
SENIOR

MATHS
SENIOR

This year our students were challenged with four 
written papers. The Mathematical Olympiad for 
Girls (MOG), plus the Junior, Intermediate and 
Senior Maths Challenges (JMC, IMC, SMC). 

We were in school for the JMC (April 2021) and SMC 
(November 2020) during our time in school, so we 
set these on paper, but since the IMC (February 
2021) fell while we were in lockdown, we were forced 
to set this online with students taking part at home! 
A new way of doing things, for sure, but it worked 
well. Across the three main challenges, of the 132 
students who took part, 42 scored enough to secure 

a certificate (22 bronze, 17 silver and 3 gold) which 
is an excellent return. A small number also qualified 
for the follow-on “kangaroo” rounds, so well done to 
Zainab (Year 8), Morgan (Year 9), Darlina and Niamh 
(both Year 11) for doing well enough to be able to 
put themselves through another hour of fun maths 
challenge questions!

We are looking forward to 2021-22, where we hope 
to once again be back competing against other 
schools in the team challenges.  

Mr Dodson

We were really lucky to welcome three guest speakers 
of amazing quality, including Dan Pye from Kielder 
Observatory, Professor Bill Chaplain from Birmingham 
University as well as Dr Margherita Molaro from 
Nottingham University and her work on what happened 
during the first few seconds after the Big Bang!  

All of the speakers were so giving of their time 
and we learned a lot.

Aside from these sessions we looked at the moon, the Mars 
Rover landing as well as having a go at processing some 
of Mr Dodson’s astrophotography “data” using freely-
available software packages.

Maths Challenges 2021-22

Dr Bhattacharyya and Mr Dodson 
launched the club virtually on 
Microsoft Teams every Thursday 
lunchtime during the Autumn Term. 

Our moon photography 
competition proved very tough to 
judge, but with the help of Dan Pye 
again from Kiedler Observatory, 
two winners were chosen: Zainab 
in Year 8 for technical merit and 
overall, plus Rose in Year 11 for 
artistic merit. 

It was a great way to kick off our 
Astro Club, and we are looking 
forward to meeting up again in the 
Autumn Term. In the meantime, 
clear skies everyone!

Mr DodsonW
IN

N
ER

S

BIOLOGY
SENIOR

A team of six Year 12 students, produced a poster 
for the British Heart Foundation’s Centre of 
Research Excellence at Imperial College London. 

Their main objective was to design an ePoster which 
illustrates a strategy for combining hard sciences 
with biomedicine to reduce the number of deaths 
and disabilities caused by heart and circulatory 
disease. The judges will be looking for forward vision 
based upon realistic trends in science and 

engineering, rather than summaries of existing care 
pathways. 

Our ePoster has now been submitted and we await 
feedback in the Autumn Term. Well done to: Zainab, 
Morolake, Mysha, Annika, Smriti and Joyce. They 
worked wonderfully as a team and, considering they 
only had 7 days in which to turn this project around, 
they did a fantastic job!  

Mrs Aydi

British Heart 
Foundation’s 
Centre of 
Research 
Excellence
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SPORTSPORT

house chants. We had two students break Derby High 
School records.  James completed the 200m in 27.63 
seconds, beating the previous record of Rhian from 
2013. Annabelle completed the 300m in 47 seconds, 
which is 0.77 seconds faster than her previous record in 
2019. Each year we give out a Victor/Victrix Ludorum 
trophy which is awarded to the athletes who scored the 
most points on the day. This year it was a joint award 
as both athletes won all of their events and gained an 
extra point for breaking the records. The winner of the 
Victrix Ludorum was Annabelle and the winner of the 
Victor Ludorum was James. Congratulations to these 
athletes for achieving new records and the most points 
scored. 

Congratulations to St David for being the overall 
winners. The day would not have been able to run as 
smoothly as it did without Mr Dodson and Miss Coggle 
calculating the scores. Also a massive thank you to 
the PE department Miss Stirland, Miss Allum and Mrs 
Goodman for organising and running the day as well as 
the senior teaching staff who assisted running the events. 

The House Captains

“ The sports day this 
year was one to 
remember. Both the 
Primary and Senior 
sports day were really 
competitive and fun at 
the same time.

“
“ The enthusiasm 

from the students 
and staff made the 
day an amazing one. 
Congratulations to 
all the winners.

“

Siddharth, Sports Captain, Year 12

We held our annual Senior Sports Day on 25th June. 
The day started with house meetings where the 
students were introduced to their new House Captains.

Within the meeting the House Captains checked that 
all the students were ready to compete and filled them 
with motivation. Then we headed down to the field to 
participate in the first event which was 1500m, which 
is not the easiest event! Well done to everyone who 
competed. This was followed by a series of traditional 
and fun races, including the skipping race and dressing 
up race. 

Whilst the track events were happening, we also had the 
traditional field events of high jump, long jump, shotput 
and discus. Throughout the day we were entertained 
by Dr Mathews who provided us with teachers’ sporting 
triumphs, disasters and amusing stories and some 
classic sports day tunes such as ‘We are the champions’. 

After a very different year, it was nice to have an event 
altogether outside, competing and celebrating our 
achievements. All of the houses gave equal support 
to the competitors, presenting banners and cheering 
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Over the past term, we have played a few football 
matches against Repton prep. They are a very 
strong team with a great attack. 

Although we are yet to win, we are improving as 
a team every time that we play. Our defence is 
doing a fantastic job against their players and are 
working together to become even stronger. As we 
play together as a team more, we are all improving 

and working up to score more goals. You can see 
us all growing in confidence on the pitch with every 
match that we play. We have been doing a player 
of the week chosen by the opposing team, so far 
both Hettie and Zainab have been given the well-
deserved title of player of the match. 

Our goalie has done some fantastic saves over the 
games preventing Repton Prep from many goals. 
The passing within our team has improved and 
every time we shoot we are getting closer to scoring 
more goals. We are getting much better at quickly 
moving the ball up the pitch and working together. 
Hopefully next time, we will be able to win.

Charlotte, Year 8 Although lunch time clubs have been run slightly 
differently this year, this hasn’t stopped our students 
getting fully involved and participating in a range 
of sports. After lockdown 2 it was great to get back 
to netball and this was one of our most popular 
clubs. We have introduced the crazy catchers to 
work on reacting and timing. Alongside this was our 
multi-sports club, which included activities such as 
dodgeball, curling and volleyball. As we moved into 
the summer, it was great to use the field and get out 
into the sunshine. Rounders and cricket continued 
to be popular and we were also able to prepare for 
Sports Day in Athletics Club. Lunch clubs are great 
fun for all ability levels and a great way for students 
to play more of the sports they love.

Miss Stirland

Talented Athlete Scholarship Scheme
 
Our delivery started in January through an online 
strength and conditioning programme. The 
sessions ran weekly, via Teams in conjunction with 
University of Derby. As we moved back into school, 
we were able to deliver more variety of sessions, 
making use of our sports hall space. We also enjoyed 
a series of online workshops, including, lifestyle 
management, nutrition, sleep, psychology and 
injury and rehabilitation.
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ATHLETICS CHAMPIONSHIPS
DERBYSHIRE SCHOOLS

NETBALL
YEAR 9

In June,  10 students competed 
at the DDSA Championship at 
Moorways Stadium.  
For some of our students it was their first time 
competing in their event or the first competition since 
restrictions have lifted. 

Well done to Bella for competing in the 100m, Vidhmahi 
for competing in the 100m and 200m, Annabelle for 
competing in the 800m and 300m,  Sowmya and Eleanor 
for competing in the discus, Elsie for competing in 
the 300m and 800m and Connie, Daisy and Megan for 
competing in the 1500m.

Derby High produced a dominant display in Game 1, 
thrashing their opponents. We finally ended the game 
with a 19 - 5 win. Everyone played amazingly as a team and 
contributed well to the successful final score.

Having produced a performance of such dazzling quality in 
Game 1, Derby High had nothing left to prove in Game 2, 
which ended in a 10-19 defeat.  Repton were able to win in 
Game 2, but with that thrashing in Game 1, and a combined 
score of 29-24 to Derby, it was Derby High who travelled 
back to Littleover as proud and convincing victors, with so 
much to celebrate.

Amelie, Year 9 

On Wednesday 16th June 2021, the boys in Year 8 
went to Repton Prep to play a football match.

When we got there, it was almost 30⁰C and we were 
feeling the effects of the heat before setting foot 
on the pitch. When the game started, we played well 
and scored a few early goals, however Repton Prep 
were not giving in. 

At halftime, it was 3 – 3 so there was all to play for. 
We scored an early goal but Repton Prep managed 
to get three more goals in past us. Overall, it was a 
great match and we were unlucky not to get the win 
or draw.  We collaborated well as a team and learnt 
from the experience, how to improve our game next 
time. 

Alfie, Year 8 

GIRLS FOOTBALL
YEAR 8

LUNCH TIME CLUBS

TASS

BOYS FOOTBALL
YEAR 8

Derby High’s wonderfully talented team did themselves proud in two 
friendly matches against Repton School.
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The pandemic brought some big changes- 
not least the fact that due to Covid ‘bubbles’, 
we had to have two common rooms for the 
first time ever. 

Lower Sixth took great care of the Devonshire 
Room while they were in there for most of the 
year and have continued with their fastidious 
approach to keeping things tidy (really!) 
now that they have moved up to the original 
Common Room. We hope to have both year 
groups back in there next year.
 
Another big change was how the Prefect 
roles operated. With distancing between year 
groups required, our Prefects soon mastered 
the art of communicating digitally with 
students in other year groups, making great 
use of Teams, email, blogs and video. I am sure 
that a lot of what they devised will be used in 
future even when we return back to some form 
of pre-pandemic ‘normal’.  Our new Prefects 
for the next academic year have already done 
a superb job of organising houses for Sports 
Day and getting certain clubs up and running. 
We also have some interesting new Prefect 
roles- Greenpower Prefect, Clinical Careers 
Prefect and SHAPE Prefect (it stands for Social 
Sciences, Humanities and the Arts for People 
and the Economy).

The Truly Educated programme led by 
Mrs Goodman has gone from strength to 
strength, with a particular focus this year on 
pushing students to explore super-curricular 
opportunities in their fields of interest, 
something we want to continue developing 
further. It was also great to see some of our 
students outlining what they wanted to get 
from Truly Educated sessions, and in fact 
stepping up to lead them on occasion through 
the year.

Our Upper Sixth are heading into the summer 
holding a fantastic array of UCAS offers, a 
result of their academic talent, work ethic and 
determination to get their applications done to 
the highest standards. I look forward to hearing 
back from them as to how they get on over the 
next few years. 

The UCAS application process is underway 
for the Lower Sixth, and many of them 
have already started honing their personal 
statements, visiting universities on open days 
and preparing for the likes of the UKCAT. Some 
of our Lower Sixth are also considering degree 
apprenticeships in areas such as Architecture 
and Engineering. 

Autumn will be busy as ever, as the tutor team 
and I work to get all these applications sent, 
but I can’t wait for it myself, as it provides the 
opportunity to reflect on all that our students 
achieve in their time at Derby High School.

 
Mr Gallagher, Head of Sixth Form 

The Sixth Form continue to be an 
absolute credit to the school. SIXTH FORM
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BUSINESS STUDIES
SIXTH FORM

PSYCHOLOGY
SIXTH FORM

Safety Band
A Level Business Studies student Naiya successfully 
launched her own business in response to COVID-19  
this year. 

Naiya’s business “Safety Band” is a unique visual social 
distancing wristband which allows you to indicate 
your social distancing preferences without any verbal 
communication. The wristbands use the universal traffic 
light colour scheme to enforce the idea of maintaining 
distancing between yourself and others whilst maintaining 
your safety at all times.

Naiya explains, “It is almost certain that not everyone will 
be going back to normal after this year; especially the older 
generation and those who are high risk.  Safety Band helps 
those who can’t display their preferences or don’t feel 
confident enough to tell someone, hey, would you mind 
stepping away or keeping your distance”.  

Having established a website for online sales and social 
media pages for promotion, Naiya’s success with her 
business venture has resulted in sales in The Netherlands, 
France and America. She now aims to get the wristband 
implemented across the UK in all venues, such as gyms, 
festivals and schools.

This year’s business enterprise consisted of three very strong teams; Ritini, 
Efflorescent and Candid, and these teams competed against each other by making 
their own business, producing products, and seeing which company makes the 
most profit in the end. 

This competition lasted the whole year, and everyone thoroughly enjoyed it. The 
competition consisted of various meetings, production of goods, selling the 
products, and development of the teams. Two of these teams produced resin based 
products which were Ritini and Efflorescent, whilst Candid produced eco-friendly 
candles and tote bags. I was the Managing Director of the team Efflorescent, and my 
team worked well in making the products on time and managing to make a profit. 

This competition has helped us develop our knowledge of different business aspects 
and experiencing different roles in a business. This has also helped develop multiple 
skills such as time management and teamwork. 

Overall, the Business Enterprise competition was an unforgettable experience, and 
as the business prefect, I am looking forward to seeing what future products there 
will be in the next academic year. 
 
Bianca, Year 12 

One of our favourite days was the virtual psychology 
course, which included being able to explore our curiosity 
live with psychologists around the country. 

To conclude the day, we took part in a virtual dance class to 
encounter the positive effects of dance on mental health. 
However, the fun didn’t stop during lockdown, as our class 
undertook the roles and responsibilities of parenthood by 
creating their own egg babies to look after to investigate 
attachment. 

Mrs Seddon also held a competition between us at home 
to submit an artefact on a key study in the topic. When 
we came back to school we planned and conducted 
an experiment in Mr Lee’s class where we challenged 
ourselves as psychologists, taking research methods and 
ethics into account. Overall, this helped us to consolidate 
our learning, to improve our essay and exam skills 
throughout the year. We thoroughly enjoyed psychology 
and are excited to complete the course next year. 

Malyeka and Gabriella, Year 12.

He is a very engaging speaker, who expanded their knowledge of 
biopsychology with up-to-date research. 

There were three sessions: one on brain anatomy and brain scans, one 
on damaged brains, and one where he dissected a sheep’s brain live on 
camera! The students were especially excited about this and one said:’ I 
found the dissection of an actual brain fascinating, and it really helped me 
to be able to visualise the actual structures we studied in class’.  

Further student comments: ‘In the final session of the day, we learnt 
about the ‘damaged and disordered mind’. This talk was particularly 
interesting and raised many questions, some of which we were able to 
put to Dr Guy Sutton’. ‘Overall, we thoroughly enjoyed the conference 
and it helped us to put into context the recent material we have been 
learning in class’. ‘I would really recommend it to the psychology classes 
of the future’. Next year we hope we can do ‘Brain Day’ as a live event.

Mrs Seddon

During our year in Psychology, we have experienced lots of 
fun activities to further improve our learning.
 

On Friday, 12th March, Year 13 Psychology students attended a ‘Brain Day’ 
virtual conference alongside pupils from Nottingham High School delivered 
by Dr. Guy Sutton.
 

Business Enterprise 
A

B

C

A  Candid      B   Efforescent      C   Ritini 
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DUKE OF EDINBURGH
AWARD SCHEME

Another successful year 
of DofE expeditions 
and activities. 

Others have turned to solitary outdoor pursuits, running, 
cycling and walking for their physical activities.  Whilst the 
volunteering for charity groups had to stop, many found other 
ways of supporting their communities by helping neighbours 
and elderly relatives, or coaching and supporting siblings. The 
resilience and creativity of students never ceases to amaze us 
with students producing outstanding art, photography and 
craft skills which have been assessed by teaching staff so that 
students can complete their skills sections.

Since returning in March this year we have managed 
expeditions for all three levels of the award, with our Bronze 
groups camping on the sports field for a beautiful evening in 
May, where they enjoyed games with Miss Riley and Mrs Roe, 
prepared and cooked their evening meals and spent quality 
time together away from the classroom. This was followed 
by two days of walking for their expedition. Unfortunately the 
Silver and Gold groups were less fortunate with the weather on 
the following weekend! As a result of torrential heavy rain, and 
a soggy sports field, we allowed the Silver group to pitch their 
tents in the sports hall, to avoid the poor weather conditions, 
although they had to cook outside for safety reasons! However 
the Gold group, having spent the day walking in the rain did 
have to camp on the sports field as they are expected to cope 
with more severe conditions, but this did not dampen their 
resolve to complete their practice expeditions.

Both Silver and Gold groups will complete their qualifying 
expeditions in the last week of term when they will be able to 
go home each evening for a good night’s rest before resuming 
their walk. 

I’m pleased to see 80% of our current Year 10 students have 
signed up for Bronze, with over 30 students wanting to 
register for Silver or Gold Awards.

Mrs Peake

The flexibilities 
introduced by the 
DofE have enabled 
many students 
to complete their 
sectional activities, 
attending dance 
classes, music 
lessons and YouTube 
activities in their own 
homes via zoom or 
team meetings. 



CHARITY  |  HIGHLIGHTS  65

DERBY HIGH SCHOOL   |  HIGHLIGHTS   |  2020 / 202164

CAREERS

CH
AR

IT
YTRULY  

EDUCATED

We have improvised, adapted and overcome the 
restrictions we have faced this year. 

We have continued to support our students with 
their Careers and Employability research. Although 
we couldn’t arrange “in person” work experience for 
the Sixth Form we found alternative ways to provide 
opportunities to students. 

Derby High is now a partner school with four 
outstanding providers of virtual work experience, 
internships and training – InvestIN, Oxford 
Scholastica, Springpod and Young Professionals, 
and have been able to offer a fantastic variety of 
opportunities to students of all ages in Seniors.   

A significant number of these are completely free 
of charge and participation has been very high in 
a whole range of subjects and career pathways.  
A number of our Sixth Formers are now brand 
ambassadors for these providers.

We are very much looking forward to further 
strengthening our network of partners and friends 
and reintroducing the face to face events we’ve 
missed this last year – look out for information 
about work experience, the careers fair and visiting 
speakers!

Mr Lee

Truly Educated for Year 12 and Year 13 took on a 
bit of a different look this year as many of our usual 
activities took on a ‘virtual’ feel. 

Year 12 started the year with career profiling 
activities with the help of Investin, providing an 
online webinar looking at various ‘employability 
skills’ auditing what they already have and providing 
opportunities to develop more over the next 
few years. There were also sessions on interview 
techniques, ‘gaming’ interviews and virtual 
assessment centres. As the year progressed degree 
apprenticeships, happy years, UCAS and personal 
statement writing became the focus as our Year 12 
move ever closer to thinking about the next steps 
after Derby High. 

In Year 13 we split into 3 groups, allowing a rotation 
of activities, including PE, Super curricular and 
cooking on a budget. We also had sessions in 

student finance, university preparation, PSHE and 
wellbeing including a fantastic meditation and 
relaxation session. We very much look forward to 
continuing our successful Truly Educated sessions 
next year, hopefully being able to return to external 
trips, activities and speakers. 

Mrs Goodman

CAREERS & EMPLOYABILITY
SIXTH FORM

TRULY EDUCATED
SIXTH FORM

& This year we have been a 
bit restricted in terms of 
the fundraising we’ve been 
able to do for charity, but 
we’ve still been able to do 
our bit to help others and 
make a difference.
SEE PAGES 66 & 67
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JEANS FOR GENES & MACMILLAN
CHARITY

HARVEST FESTIVAL
CHARITY

Back in September we held our annual Jeans for 
Genes day across the whole school, to raise money 
for children affected by genetic disorders.

Our fundraising for Macmillan looked a bit different. 
We weren’t able to do our normal coffee morning 
and cake sale, but our wonderful Chartwells team 
provided a cake break to help us support Macmillan’s 
important work.

Our harvest festival 
was online instead of 
face-to-face but we 
were still able to support 
Derby City Mission and 
the Padley Centre with 
donations of food and 
other important basics. 

This was particularly 
important this year 
as the charities have 
had more demands on 
them than usual due to 
the challenges of the 
pandemic.
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CHILDREN IN NEED
CHARITY

CHRISTMAS CONNECTION
CHARITY

FOOD 4 THOUGHT
CHARITY

We loved dressing up for Children 
in Need – it’s a really fun way to 
raise money for a charity that 

does loads of good work for 
children in the UK. It was good 

to be able to keep our traditional 
support for Comic Relief too!

Derby City Mission’s Christmas connection 
project was the focus for our Christmas collection. 
It was amazing to see the main school reception 
fill up with toys and other gifts. The charity was 
able to help over 700 families in Derby who would 
otherwise have struggled to give their children 
Christmas presents.

At Easter time we got involved in collecting Easter 
Eggs for the Derby charity Food 4 Thought. Again it 
was fantastic to see so many kind donations in both 
reception areas - although a lot of people found that their 
mouths were watering at the sight of so much chocolate!

Thank you so much for all the ways you’ve supported our charity 
fundraising this year!  Charity Prefects 
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